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EDITORIAL THE TEAM

aving to deal with all the latest technology around us, I sometimes Editor
wonder who is controlling who. Location based services, the Mike Joubert > 083-290-2889
semantic web, cellphone apps, virtualisation, social networking — [ichacigtechsmarizeotza
where are all these things taking us? Some talk about the Singularity - R SelEd ity
a point where tech and humankind converge after which we simply S e
cannot predict the outcome. Alas, it seems like we have succumbed to SUZZ""?@tecﬁmart'co'za
that old Chinese curse because we are indeed living in very interesting George o o e 0402
times. Here at TechSmart we are willing to walk the walk of this new e g
tech-filled lifestyle. But our print magazine simply does not contain Advertising
enough space to provide you with the amount of info we want, that’s Anelda Strauss > 083-748-3413
why you should also join us at www.techsmart.co.za. Online you’'ll anelda@techsmart.co.za
find much more news, articles and in-depth reviews. Designer & Layout
You might notice a few changes in layout. A big thanks to our designer Brett Wilson for the Brett Wilson [BW]
excellent work he put into sprucing up the magazine. I think it’s definitely easier on the eye. Contributors
Mike Joubert <michael@techsmart.co.za>
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$5000: The cost to have your genome sequenced, down from $1 million in 2007. http://tinyurl.com/dmam7a
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HandyMAP navigation software
Ai Gold Rg Oan incl. VAT **

@ No additional license required like others if loaded
onto your new PDA Phone

@ FREE major map updates twice a year with
unlimited map error fixes every year

@ 756,000km Southern Africa routable coverage

@ Free PC version with 10 installations

@ Fuzzy learning

@ SD expansion slot for easy upgrade
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SHOP:. 50

* Free for software product’s lifetime

** Cash only. Valid 1/March/2009 while stocks last o
e Pl o] o1 v et (Google | Map Updates site:za

Available from www.T4A.co.za

(Touch Diamond not included)

HandyMAP navigation software
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- Professional for Pocket PC and PC

specialll R300.00 incl. VAT **
(Offer only valid for walk-in

Styluses

Chargers Batteries
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SEARCH Google: Map Updates
and see what people say

v| iG_




S TOUGHBOOK

Write to us and win this great title sponsored by ###&<¥ _ ‘.."Compt_:fe"ré fO!’ the Outside World ™
Selnnl Molunl Ml el nElelel el ol n) s mal AT ] ol ]zl | . . | :

rate you achieve while transmitting is unlikely to reach . Certified mltary Standard i

this maximum consistently for reasons too numerous to y \MIL-STD-810F .
mention. : - ) :
Dear TechSmart team, Additionally, if the cam is for your notebook it needs e [ntel™ 2 Duo."
to have a clip or some other means of attaching it to 3 -
I have known and read with interest and anticipation your your screen. Some webcams only come with a base : ' b ot
magazine since its inception and it helped me with my stand and are consequently only useful for desktop use. : >

computer changes throughout the years. I would like to Other things to consider are whether you want a - \ \ e
ask you guys for some advice. What are the built-in microphone and if you require a device with Drop resist ' !
considerations when buying a webcam? decent digital zoom. Taking it a step further, -
Sincerely features such as pan and tilt are available, o 2 Serlarert
Ivan Kovacik, Pretoria, Willows but such features really are just a matter of .THEI g_;NY
""""""""""""""""""""" personal taste. Check out our HOW TO: Set “tiys - ré{
up a Webcam feature on our website at: - X b * Wir€lesS LAN
Image quality should be your main concern; therefore http://tinyurl.com/c9yaj9. [TM] My v 6 \' E!
the webcam’s resolution and maximum frame rate are W . ptional'wi
the two biggest factors to consider. Hi Tvan. Thanks for your letter and /7 WeR _ - Irelesgsoluti

A resolution of 640 X 480 is more than sufficient. ] .
Any larger and your connection needs to be really : | i . S s ; ! &
decent to support it and the reality is that our courtesy of Megarom Interactive. [MJ] B - o OBt | bi :I' Y :
connection speeds in SA pale in comparison to larger 5 u-'.t'_'m
markets. Any lower and you may as well not bother *lSDF’NGPS*
transmitting video via the net. Hello, ' ' ! .

A frame rate of 30 fps is also decent, anything below I would like to take a few moments to write to you
is just irritating. Be warned however, the actual frame regarding PTAWUG! Who is WUG? Pretoria Wireless User
Group. It is a wireless network spanning across
almost the entire city of Pretoria/Tshwane. What is WUG?
Easy, it is a 24/7 wireless LAN! We have various uses, - 5
- - , . ranging from gaming servers, VOIP, IRC and any other ' ! R sy
...appointments, reminders, invitations, promotions... use you have for a TCP/IP network. There are no monthly _ 1 e

. . Windows Vista™ Business
fees, no subscriptions, no cap limitations and no hassle. 4
LUUKING FUR A CUST EFFECT'VE Speeds vary according to your connection’s signal

WAY TO BUMMUNICATE? strength. All that is needed is to determine whether you 90cm free fall Sealing and fan-less design prevent Shock resistant Shock resistant hard disk
. have Line of Sight (LOS) to the highsite. If you have LOS, tests conducted the penetration of water and dust LCD monitor reduces risk of data loss
purchase your hardware and you're set.

Get your message across with BulkSMS.com Anyone looking to join can get more info from
www.wug.za.net or www.ptawug.co.za.

Denzil van der Merwe

congrats on winning CSI:NY for PC

oy

Hi to all at TechSmart,

I recently installed a program called “Power DVD” on my
laptop, when the installation finished I found that all the
songs I saved on my PC have the PowerDVD icon emblem
instead of the original Windows Media Player, this was
without an option for me to accept it or not. I would like to
have the icon back to Windows Media Player. Please help.
Thank you,

This Internet based SMS solution enables = { ('
you to send and receive SMS messages from
your computer. A

Hi Isaac. It is actually quite easy to change that in XP and
Go to www.bulksms.co.za, download the Vista alike. Open the folder containing one of the files you
BulkSMS Text Messenger and start sending want to associate with Windows Media Player (WMP). Right
and receiving messages. click on one of the files. Click on properties, it should open
with the “General” tab showing. Next to “"Opens with” you’ll
eesees see a button called “Change”. Click it. It will most probably
E‘ ’LI( show a WMP icon as one of your options. Click the WMP
icon and press Ok. All those file types will now open with
WMP. [M]]

Isaac Isaacs
Alr

Shocks, drops, heat, cold, dust and damp present no risk to Panasonic fully rugged Toughbooks.
A magnesium thickened casing offers maximum protection and a 6-hour rechargeable battery life
allows for the most demanding use whilst on the move.

155 665: New book titles published this year. http://tinyurl.com/b7lhjh

Panasonic ideas for life
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Letters shortened due to space restrictions.
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Why GOGGA IS your best choice.
ONLY PAY FOR WHAT YOU USE!

It doesn't matter how long you are online downloading
files or browsing the Internet, you only pay for the data you
use...brilliant.

THE BEST DATA PRICING IN SA!

Don’t take our word for it, visit our website today to get
comparitive pricing on our data bundles and you will see
that GOGGA CONNECT is the best value for your money.
Don’t be fooled by competitors giving away modems. The
true cost saving is in our data usage specials. Any initial
cost is covered in the first couple of months and you keep
on saving. Why pay more for data from other service
providers?

PORTABLE WITH WIDEST COVERAGE!

If you have a VODACOM signal then you can connect to the
internet using GOGGA CONNECT. By using Vodacom’s
GSM network you can connect to the internet even in areas
where other service providers can’t reach and, unlike a fixed
DSL line, you can use your GSM modem to connect to the
internet wherever you may be, whether it's at home or at
work.

www.goggaconnect.co.za

Call Center Tel: 08600 GOGGA (46442)
Email: sales@goggaconnect.co.za

Goldfish

David Poole Dominic Peter*

Voted as best live act in SA and having played to sold
out shows from lbiza to Tokyo, Cape Town electronic
act Goldfish are so hot right now you can hear them
sizzle. TechSmart spoke to Dominic Peters (the blond
one, by way of identification only) to find out what
they’ve been up to.

id you ever in your wildest dreams expect to
become so successful?
It has been truly amazing, and we are incredibly lucky to have
this happen to us. I suppose we always hoped we’d be
‘successful’, but I don’t think we realised how well Goldfish
would start to do or what it would entail for us.

Technology must play a huge role in what you do?

It does. But I also have an amazing talent for making
something crash within an hour of having it. Dave calls it my
Bermuda Triangle effect... We both just got our new
Macbook Pro’s and they have been making our lives WAY
more productive and fun. And I haven’t managed to crash
mine... yet. We are all about combining technology with the
analogue and acoustic world. Technology is always more
powerful when it's used in a creative way... and we also love
using stuff in ways they weren’t supposed to be...nearly
always voiding their guarantees. Oh well!

What are you currently up to?

We are working on some cool new material, and tweaking our
live show at the moment in preparation for our overseas tour
which is coming up.

Tell us something no one knows about you.
I make a mean roast chicken...and Dave likes bass fishing...
and we both love to surf. Cape Town bru.

What other music acts have you played alongside?

We have been really lucky to play gigs with guys like
Basement Jaxx, Faithless, Paul Oakenfold, Macy Gray, Maroon
5, Fatboy Slim, Audio Bullies, and Fedde le Grande.

The term “reinvention of the DJ” seems to be
synonymous with Goldfish. Do you agree?

I think we kind of combine the best of a band and the best of
a DJ into one thing. It was quite a process figuring out how to
‘do’ Goldfish, BUT when you persevere at it, and it starts to
take off, you now have this thing that no one else has. And
that has been the power of Goldfish I suppose.

With your international success, would you follow in a
number of other South Africans’ footsteps and move
overseas?

I don’t think so. South Africa will always be our home and
Cape Town is the best place on earth.

Do you have any advice for budding musicians?
You create your own luck.

The full interview is available on techsmart.co.za and you
can check out www.goldfishlive.com for more information
on Goldfish and where they will be performing. [KM]
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10 million: The amount of computers that the Conficker virus has infected to date. http://tinyurl.com/dm46mp
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Over 250 000 seats
sold in South Africa

Siiare the power
of a single PC with many users &
JANDAthisfisEwhatlyo U’ SAVE:

PC device No moving /
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“We did an IT survey and obtained numerous quotes, NComputing
came out on TOP” Financial Director

“My IT hassles are a thing of the past, with NComputing | only load
my software ONCE, security is not compromised, less risk of theft,
less heat & noise, reduced infrastructure costs. The benefits are

limitless ...” IT Manager

“Electricity savings alone paid for my NComputing devices in less
than 3 years” Finance Manager

I0IN[OUR250/000/HAPRY/CUSTOMERS}
CALL: 011 465-7952 or contact us on info@ncs.co.za
For more information go to www.ncs.co.za

SOLUTIONS
Computing Solutions for Everyone

Ideal for: Business, Public Access and Education
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Podcars: From
Virtual to
Reality

ersonal Rapid

Transit systems
allow vehicles, usually
seating 4 to 6, to
travel on a network of
sensors (as opposed
to rail), and they have
long been a possible
solution to the world’s
congested highways and
byways. But possible to probable to implemented solution, is
far easier said than done and many of these projects have
found themselves stillborn.

However, it now looks like two developments, one in the
United Arab Emirates and the other near Heathrow in London,
could prove that with the right investment, technology and
applications these systems could provide a viable alternative
to other forms of mass transport systems.

10 000 Years of
Space Junk

ecently a derelict

Russian military
satellite and an
operational US Iridium
commercial satellite
collided in the busiest
part of near-Earth-
space, sending
millions of particles of
debris into orbit
around the earth.

This space junk can
cause serious damage to any space craft in the area, which is
bad news for many of our satellites that are in orbit in this
region, about 800 km above Earth. Even though the space
shrapnel are tiny, most pieces smaller than 1 cm, they move
at extremely high speeds, with the ability to devastate
anything that they collide with.

Online news round up

ecommended news on

www.techsmart.co.za:
The most recent Google Maps Updates
for South Africa http://tinyurl.com/
cv77ub. The new range of Intel Atom
processors http://tinyurl.com/
d8wmmy. The first solar charged
cellphone http://tinyurl.com/dbvfry.

Most read last month on our site:
e Windows 7 Beta

http:/ /tinyurl.com/b6q3yj
o Nokia N96

http:/ /tinyurl.com/bxyk2w
e Thermaltake DH 101

http:/ /tinyurl.com/aec78f

Committed to covering all the important tech news of the day
TechSmart.co.za (www.techsmart.co.za) provides daily
news updates. All news is available via our RSS feeds at
http:/ /rss.techsmart.co.za/news.xml.

techsmart.co.za | March 09

589 385: Number of blog posts published on 25 Feb 09. http://tinyurl.com/aee769
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HP, Acer, Compagq, IBM, Dell, Fujitsu Siemens, Mecer, Sony,
Asus, Toshiba, Packard Bell, LG, Lenovo, Proline, Gigabyte,
Apple Mac, BenQ, Sahara, and many more....

| SCINEWS |9

Battle of the boneheads

t makes a lot of sense to use your

head when fighting. And when it
comes to Triceratops it seems the
beasts took the advice literally.
Palaeontologists have often
speculated about the reason for
some dinosaurs’ weird-looking
headgear. Now a group of scientists
report in the open-access journal PLoS ONE, that Triceratops
may have used its three-horned head during battle. They
surveyed hundreds of Triceratops skulls and compared bones
on the frill to those of Centrosauruses, a closely related
horned creature. Triceratops skulls had 10 times more injuries
on the frill bones than Centrosaurus skulls. These injuries,
they believe, were most likely caused by head-butts from
other Triceratops, much like when modern antelope and deer
lock horns. However, different horn shapes probably point to
different uses during combat. The scientists think that the
horns were probably not used exclusively for fighting, but
rather as an extra card to play if the going got tough.

¥
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Getting it ripe ¢

hy is it that when there’s one

bad apple in the pack, there’s
bound to be another? Blame the
over-zealous activity of ethylene.
Scientists have long known that
ethylene is a gaseous plant hormone
that promotes fruit ripening. And
according to research recently
published in the journal Genes and Development, it seems
they now know what gives it the go-ahead. The researchers
found that ethylene activity is held in check by an intricate
network of molecular gatekeepers. The protein EIN2 is pivotal
- it determines whether the ethylene-induced ripening
process goes or stops. As soon as ethylene binds to receptors
EIN2 becomes active and gives the go-ahead for ripening.
Ethylene also releases the grip of two other proteins, which

usually muffle EIN2’s activity when the time is not quite ripe Notebook Sales: From
yet. With both these brakes released, ripening proceeds New | Pre-owned | Demo Rzggg
uninterrupted. The scientists hope that understanding the Models (New and used)
process better will lead to commercial applications that either excl VAT
promote or delay ripening. _

Peripheral Sales: o a——

Chargers | New Batteries [

Flight Plan

little birdie told us that Nature

will probably never cease to
amaze us. Especially when it comes
to little birdies. According to a study
recently published in the journal
Science, migrating songbirds can fly
much further per day than previously
thought. Scientists fitted a bunch of
small songbirds with tiny geolocators shortly before they
departed from their northern hemisphere summer homes.
Once back north, a year later, they retrieved the information
from the tracking devices to reconstruct the birds’ flight plans
and stop-over details. Astoundingly, the birds flew more than
500 km per day during their southbound migration - more
than triple previously thought possible. The birds also made
long stop-overs in the tropics during the southbound journey.
However, when flying back north, they made it back home in
almost a third of the time it took to reach the southern
destinations. The findings may give scientists a better
understanding of the possible impact of environmental
changes on songbird migration patterns. [LP]

Notebook Support:
Repairs | Upgrades

All repairs done
in our workshop ~

Terms and Conditions apply. Stocks are limited. E&OE.
Product may vary from picture. Prices may change
without notice due to Rand Dollar fluctuations.

www.locanet.co.za | sales@locanet.co.za
Office: 012-663-9190 | Fax: 086-641-6738

Specialists in Laptop Repairs
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BUSINESS ISSUE The Global Economic Crisis and the South Afri

Time to Tighten those Motherboards

TechSmart spoke to Arthur Goldstuck who heads up the
Information and Communication Technology (ICT)
research group, World Wide Worx. He is one of South
Africa’s foremost commentators on the ICT sector, and
we decided to get his take on how the world-wide
economic crisis has impacted what we buy and how
much we pay for it.

hey say when America sneezes

the world catches a cold. So
should South Africans start sniffing
or coughing? According to Goldstuck
we must all keep in mind that South
Africa suffered its own credit crunch
not so long ago, just after the steep
rise in the interest rate and
implementation of the new Credit
Act. So, in effect, we have had to
deal with our belts being tightened by regulations locally, as
well as whatever impact we’d feel from beyond our shores.
South Africa has not felt the full weight of the crisis as we
were somewhat sheltered. Our banks were prevented, by our
own banking authorities, from doing what so many banks
abroad did. That is, buying into a whole heap of risky
investment instruments, brought about by American banks
providing unrealistic sub-prime loans to
people who just couldn’t afford to pay them back. But just
because we’ve been protected in the banking industry doesn’t
mean that we’re in the clear for everything else. We will still

Specialists in building customised
computers for home, business and gaming

PCE "Q: OEHOD

SALES
UPGRADES
REPAIRS

KINGSTON 2GIG
FLASH DRIVE

COMPONENTS
CONSUMABLES

gPC Pro SHopP

WE BUILD COVIPUTERS

Menlyn Park Shopping Centre
Tel: 012 348 4000 ¢ email: willem@pcproshop.co.za
Menlyn Retail Park Shopping Centre
Tel: 012 348 8212 e« Fax: 086 650 9096

*UNDERSTANDING SERVICE

Specials while stocks last, E & OE, only 1 per customer
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¢ very much feel the effects of the crisis, with the price of

certain goods going up and the demand for South African
exports, like flashy cars, going down as people tend to
prioritise food ahead of luxury German engineering.

Not in the Clear

But what about the price of consumer electronics? Will you
have to be content with your old TV for awhile and not the new
LCD one you've been eyeing? No, according to Goldstuck, who
says that the largest growth in the purchase of electronics has
been online buying. When it comes to buying a new car, you
will probably have to pay more or less the same price for the
same model, across the country, even if, like many people,
you have done all the reading on the Internet first. The
difference in the electronics game is that once you, as the
consumer, have done all your research online, you can then
also make the decision to buy online. This gives companies the
incentive to give you the best price.

Good Sectors

Overall, in the retail sector, there are selected areas that are
doing very well. The gaming industry is one of these. With
gamers being a dedicated bunch; developers can rely on them
to keep buying their titles, provided they keep producing
decent content. You might find though, that in certain
instances, prices have gone up somewhat in the gaming
market. One of these is the steep rise in the price of the Xbox
360 console. According to Goldstuck, manufacturers should
think twice when increasing margins on their most popular
products as it could have the unwanted effect of driving
demand for the product down.

Products that people want the most will also allow the
market to grow. This means demand for LCD and plasma TVs
will continue to increase and manufacturers will be able to
deliver better products as the price point has dropped and
continues to drop. This doesn’t mean that all flat-panel TVs are
going to be the right thing to buy, Goldstuck warns. Apparently
older-generation flat-panel TVs are being dumped on South
Africa. These are not nearly as good as the newer models and
the picture quality is pretty shocking. So if the new 40" TV
you've just bought has a refresh rate of 50 MHz and you can
see the picture smearing all over the place, you know you've
been had.

Exchange Rate Blues

Where you're most likely to feel the impact of the financial
mess the bankers have left us in, is in the exchange rate. Your
money just isn’t worth as much as it once was. But
technology will continue to improve and as it improves the
cost will continue to decrease. Goldstuck uses the example of
flash drives. The largest capacity flash drive you can probably
find at a shop will be a 32GB drive, and that could cost up to
R900 (depending where you look), but only six years ago that
money would have got you a 32MB drive. So within six years
you're getting a drive that can store a thousand times as much
data and you're actually paying somewhat less for it, as the
Rand has depreciated since then. [AG]

Opinions Online

http:/ /tinyurl.com/dbh72a A rather optimistic
column from Michael S Malone on ABC News predicting a
tech boom. http://tinyurl.com/cc86vn Is Silicon Valley
recession proof? India’s The Economic Times tends to think
so. http://tinyurl.com/4eeglw The other side of the coin
from The Wall Street Journal saying that both venture
capitalists and established companies are feeling the pinch.

80 plastic guitars: broken by 14 year old Danny Johnson in setting the Guitar Hero record of 973,954 points. http://tinyurl.com/d5eg7t
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MP3 PLAYER ADVANCED MP3 PLAYER

WITH RADIO

Plays music only. Easy to operate. Peg
type clip for attaching to clothes.

DMP101: 1G-R150, 2G-R180, 4G-R250

PlAYER

Plays music and radio. Text LCD. Peg type clip for 1.8" graphic LCD display. Plays photos, radio and MP3
attaching to clothes. music.

DMP322: 2G-R215, 4G-R275 DMP826: 2G-R275, 4G-R355, 8G-R475
MP4 PLAYER

® 2.8" TFT colour display Flat
touch pad

* Integrated 1.3 megapixel ..
camera

e Plays AVI, MP3, WMA music

¢ Plays MTV video function

e Support game function

o Built-in external speaker

e Integrated mini SD card slot

e Built-in rechargeable
Lithium-ion battery

DMP606: 8G-R980 DMP847: 4G-R700

WANT TO BE A RESELLER? Email sales

NAVGO GPS WITH DIGINAY M800 WATCH
snrllwnn! e Display Type: 1.3" TFT Touch Screen, 128 x

160p 260,000 pixels
128MB Built-in M
e Navgo SY885 portable GPS navigator K A
e Car Mounting bracket

e Built-in speaker and microphone
Attt e Touch Screen and Handwriting Recognition
: Uzgccaa;ier « Internet: GPRS, WAP Supported
M :SM MMS. M
e User manual in the SD card FYeisace: SMEZ uRROTBAE
 DIGINAV 2008

group sending
Southern Africa Maps

3.0"TFT

e Plays MP3, WMA, WAV
audio format

e Plays AVI, MP4, MPG,
MPEG video format

e Integrated Li-Polymer

MP3 PLAYER WITH TOUCH

rechargeable battery
e Eight kinds of EQ
e TV out connection
¢ Integrated FM and FM
recording

e Call Time: About 180 minutes
e Stand By: 150-300 hours

M800: R2495

NAVGO GPS: R2095

CENTURION MICRO ELECTFIDNICS

Embedded PCS Panel PCS

Talk to us if you need a Panel or free standing LCD display
very small PC for a with touch and integrated PC. LCD
special application. sizes from 3.5" to 19" and PC up to
Units from Thin Clients Core2Duo. Rugged IP65 units for
factory automation use and
aesthetic units for office/banking/
advertising use. Talk to us about
your Panel PC needs.

Tel: (0O12) 666-9066

www.cme.co.za sales@cme.co.za

to CoreDuo PCs are
available. Options are
too numerous to
mention here.

MICROELECTRONICS rrum

Your embedded PC supplier
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Business Tools of the Trade

Running a business is much like fighting a war, well sort
of. You have to keep your troops in line and working;
you have to prepare for all eventualities (like massive
global recessions) and prevent mutiny at all costs. But
you will also need the right tools to carry out the job,

so here they are: the business “war-machine’s” Tools of
the Trade.

XDSL VPN

he first tool in your arsenal,

allowing you and your employees
to conduct business wherever you
are, should be a Virtual Private
Network (VPN). A VPN allows
employees to access the business
private network, wherever they are in the world, over the
Internet. XDSL offers a VPN solution tailored to your business
needs, with monthly remote support and monitoring, ensuring
that your VPN remains in working order to keep business
flowing. To make sure that intruders and nasties can’t get into
your system, XDSL also provides a custom embedded firewall,
installed at each branch of the network. This firewall is
specifically designed for the South African ADSL market and
what makes this solution cost effective is that it is fully
outsourced, meaning that you won't have to employ your own
dedicated IT support staff. Their VPN over ADSL offer is R285
(incI VAT) monthly. Call XDSL on 086-100-9375.

'"'m MQ permonth® g
R - iBurst

Free assessment,
signal testing and quote in the e
convenience of your home Borioociooorion

* Terms & Conditions Apply
- R

Contact Thinus on 071 375 6080 or visit our website for details

www.goingwireless.co.za

Alternatively email sales@goingwireless.co.za for more info.
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i 3M Vikuiti Privacy Filter

ou don’t want every passer-by to

be able to see exactly what it is
that you're doing on your PC, especially if
it involves Facebook or Solitaire at work.

Prevent the prying eyes with Vikuiti Privacy Filters from
3M. These easy-to-install filters use screen darkening privacy
technology, rather than the more common blurring or
distorting of screen data, to prevent casual onlookers
from viewing your screen. They also block out glare,
making the screen much easier on the eyes. You can
find the filters in most screen sizes including
widescreen format. www.webantics.co.za

ChocChip Couture Notebook Bags

In pursuing technological couture SA
entrepreneurs Jacqui Salmon and Roxy
Guppy established ChocChip, a notebook
bag design house. ChocChip allows you
to customise your own notebook bag -
from choosing your desired fabric, colour, style,
the number and type of pockets you would like and even
insignia - proving that business is not always about blending
in. The best bit is that you can order your bag online via
www.chocchip.co.za. R399-R499 (incl

VAT) or call them on 082-349-7266.

Sitecom Printer Server

o if you don’t have a wireless printer

(see p20) a good way to connect your
multifunction printer to the network would be
with Sitecom'’s printer server. Connect the printer server
between your printer (or scanner or external hard disk) and
the router or switch and soon everyone on the network will be
able to use it without any hassle. R1099 (incl VAT) from
Computer Corporation on 08616-08616.

MSI Wind Netbook

Netbooks are hot stuff right now,
and MSI has entered the market
with their hippy titled Wind. It boasts
a 10" display, a decent sized keyboard,
a 160GB SATA HHD and comes with
Windows XP. It boasts all the features you
would want in a tiny package such as Wi-Fi, webcam, three
USB ports, all at a reasonable price. R4999 (incl VAT) from
Computer Corporation on 08616-08616.

Adapt ADP-13200 Notebook Charger

eed a backup solution for a constantly flat

notebook, phone, digital camera or MP3
player battery? Adapt’s ADP-13200 will do the
trick. You simply charge the ADP-13200 via a
USB AC adapter, which takes about three hours,
and then leave the device in your notebook bag
or car to be of use in times of need. The device
also proves handy at the office or at home during
a power outage. It is slim and weighs only 430 g which means
you hardly notice it if you carry it around with you. R1200
(incl VAT) from the PDAShop on 012-362-8133 or visit

: www.pdashop.co.za.

Your forward thinking

TECHNOLOGY PARTNER

Maredi Telecom and Broadcasting is one of Africa's primary suppliers of world-class information,

CORDED PHONES

telecommunications and broadcasting equipment, representing both international and South
African-based specialist companies.

MODEMS
Maredi specialises in providing you with holistic telecommunications and broadcasting products
and services. We are your partners in achieving business results by meeting your requirements,
and by offering project planning, supplier commissioning, plan implementation, project mainte-
nance and product supply.
Maredi is a technology and solutions leader in the supply, support and marketing of diverse MOBILE HANDSETS
telecommunication, satellite and IT solutions to local and export markets.

Marpless Business Park, 65 Landmarks Avenue,
Kosmosdal Extension 11, Centurion, Gauteng

Tel: 27 12 657 0201 | Fax: 27 12 657 0650
www.mareditel.coza | www.dotelkomphones.co.za

lhilMaredi

Telecom and Broadcasting (Pty) Ltd



Peripherals

Edimax WP-S1000 Projector Server

Isonic 2.5" IS-MP405 Hard Drive Player

Do you have a conference

centre, hotel, boardroom,

or do you just like to have
wireless video on your big

screen? You need the Edimax

WP-S1000 Wireless
Video/Projector Server that
can connect to any LCD/
plasma/projector via
a standard VGA
interface.
The WP-
S1000
allows
multiple
users
one-click
access wirelessly to a
display device for
hassle-free, cable-free multi-

media video or presentations. i

Your notebook or desktop
PC can easily connect
wirelessly to the display with
this compact little device. No
more swapping of cables and
loss of image quality due to
long cables. Additionally the
WP-S1000 provides many
powerful functions, such as:
Plug and Show (PnS)
installation software,

Any idea who's looked at your computer today?

M Vikuiti™
Privacy Filters

m Vikuiti Privacy Filters are flexible, hard-wearing films
that fit easily over any PC or laptop screen.

dynamic login code,
Video Streaming
Playback and a
friendly web-based
user interface.
It supports input
resolutions up to full
HD and has the

ability to deliver real time
video and audio with XGA
and WXGA resolutions in 32-
bit colour. It also supports a
playback function for popular
video streaming format in
MPEG1, MPEG2 and MPEG4.

Available from Electronic
Merchandise Distributors on
011-975-8367 or visit
www.emdsa.co.za for more
products.

Suppliers of Computers, Electronics, Gadgets and Software

f you are in the
market for an
external hard
drive why not go
for something
that can double
as a multimedia
player? This is
exactly what
you can do if
you combine a
2.5" SATA
Hard Disk
Drive (HDD),
with the Isonic
IS-MP405
multimedia hard
drive player.
Once you've mounted the
HDD inside the Isonic casing
you can copy movies, photos
and music on it to view on
TV/ notebook/ PC. Of course
you can also simply just use
it as an external hard disk.
The formats supported are
MPEG-1. MPEG-2 or MPEG-4
(DivX, Xvid), with the ability
to also play MP3 and WMA
music files and JPEG photos.
What we liked about the
Isonic is the slot for SD cards

w e b@ntics

Bringing

www.webantics.co.za

: which you can use to either

i quickly view photos you've

i just taken on TV, or as

: expandable memory if you
need more storage space. We
i are also more than grateful

i for the inclusion of a handy, if
i not a tad small, remote

i control.

The Isonic is R550 (incl

i VAT) and a 160GB HDD costs
i around R950. From PC Pro
i Shop on 012-348-4000.

m Featuring patented micro-louvre optical technology they
restrict the viewing angle of the entire screen.

m Unlike other systems, Vikuiti filters block out the view
from either side of your computer screen without
blurring or distortion.

m Vikuiti filters enable you to safely continue viewing
confidential data and personal files in public - all
everyone else will see is a black screen.

shopping hemae
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Notebooks

Acer Travelmate 6493 Notebook

Being all about the business the Acer Travelmate is in
no way a flashy PC. It is a bit like John over in accounts
— he might not be as sleek and loud as the sales guys,
but he is dependable, gets the job done, and frankly
without him the company takes a dive.

nboard you’ll find an Intel Core 2 Duo P8600 processor

(2.4 GHz, 1066 MHz FSB, 3MB L2 cache), and, much to
our liking, 4GB of DDR3 RAM (although it can access only 3-
3.5GB according to Acer). With this amount of memory
available you'll be able to pretty much have all your Office
applications open, while surfing the Net, while checking your
mail, while reading a PDF, while... well you get the point.
Storage space is also not a problem thanks to a massive
320GB of hard disk space and as expected the 6493 comes
loaded with Windows Vista Business.

Connectivity is the name of the game with this
Travelmate. You’ll be able to connect via Wi-Fi, or make use of
Bluetooth or Infrared. But the real clincher is the built-in 3G.
Simply slip your SIM card into the slot next to the battery,
install the Globetrotter software and you're off. We connected
via the MTN network and received a good 1669 kbps download
speed with 963 kbps upload. One downside was that
Globetrotter does not provide any data management info, so
it’s difficult to tell when you’ve reached your data limit.

Security measures include a biometric fingerprint reader,
while your hard drive is protected with Acer’s Disk Anti-Shock
Protection System (DASP). But we missed the anti-theft alarm
found on some other Acer notebooks. Video conferencing is
catered for via their Crystal Eye webcam that is specifically
optimised for low-light conditions. We also like the inclusion of
a 5-in-1 memory card reader - it makes transferring photos
just so much easier. Although this is not a multimedia note-
book the sound quality when playing movies was good, while
no fault can be found with the 14.1" LCD screen. In the age of
netbooks any notebook bigger than a paperback novel looks,
and feels, gigantic. The same is true for the 6493, but there is
no way that you can match the performance with something
smaller. Well not yet anyways.

So there you go. The Acer Travelmate 6493 takes care of
business thanks to massive storage space, enough memory to
take on the most complex multi-tasking, and connectivity
options galore. It might not have the looks, but taking care of
business it surely does.

The series starts from R18 499. Call Acer Africa on 0861-
223-772 for more info. [MJ]
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GOGGA"'CONNECT

Affordable internet for everyone

S__A__’gb‘éﬁmowh in épéndenf |
AWIRELESSTINTERNE I3

Service PJQVid"

DATA BUNDLE SPECIAL!

Get DOUBLE the amount of data for the
same inbundle price on any GOGGA
data bundle package under 450MB.

E.g. if you purchase a NETSURF250 data bundle with
250MB of data per month then you will be charged out of
bundle rates only once you reach 500MB. This amounts to
a massive saving each month.

Limited time period only, order today.

GOGGA offers data bundle prices

that even have our competitors scared.

GOGGA CONNECT Benefits:
- We specialise in packages smaller than 500MB that
other ISP’s cannot provide - with very competitive prices
- No more land lines needed to surf the Net
(if you have a VODACOM signal, you can surf)
- Only pay for the data used and NOT the time online
- NO Hidden costs

www.goggaconnect.co.za

AFFORDABLE WEB HOSTING

Call Center Tel: 08600 GOGGA (46442)
Email: sales@goggaconnect.co.za
Terms & Conditions apply
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MSI WIND U-100 . . L.300-20M _ VAIO VGN-CR25G/B
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+MSI® Wind Book U100 *Atom®N270 1.6GHz,Intel 945GSE+ICHT-M . *Intel Centrino Core 2 Duo R7250 2.0Ghz *1Gb DDRZ 677 *160GB Hard
+1GB Memory(On Board) *160GB SATA HDD *Ergonomic Big-Size *Intel Celeron 585 2.1Ghz *1Gb DDR2 677 *120GB Hard Disk Drive Disk Drive *8 xSuper Multi DVD Writer +14.1" WXGA Clear Bright Wide

KB&Touch Pad *10" WSVGA *Built-in 10/100 LAN s4-in-1 Card Reader *Super Multi DVD Writer *Intel GMA 4500m *Webcam +Vista Home Screen *Motion Eye Webcam *ATI Radeon Mobility X2300 128mb +802.11
a +SD/MMC/MS/Mspro *Wireless Lan *HD Audio,Stereo speakers Basic +15.4" WXGA TFT TruBrite +802.11 Wireless Lan *56K Modem  Wireless Lan *Modem * Bluetooth +Windows Vista Home Premium
*AVR wultage HBg“lﬂtﬂl’] built-in +Protective Bag +1.3MP Webcam +0.S:Windows® XP Home *1 year Warranty *1 year Warranty

* Monitor Software & Cahle included - Sh ok S [ lIFReecom FEL ,m Thermaltake
* Built-in Surge Protection , S M) UsBWebcam (540x480) N 250GB EXTERNAL SOPRANO M9

| S - < at 30 frames p/s ~" =g '-:- 4 *Cooling System:
600 VA UPS ; i *Stereo headphones ), HARDORIVE - -Front (intake): 120x120x25mm

«Compatible with all *Zi% smaller in:volume L : biue LED fan, 1300rpm, 17dBA

major VoIP than the closest competitor . -Rear (exhaust): 120x120x25mm,
*Buspowered, no need to carry — i 1300rpm, 17dBA

software i ol

a bulky AC adapter *No cooling - +Drive Bays:

fan, ensures quiet operation = -5.25" Drive Bay: 9 or 6

*109.8 x 79.5 x 13.5 mm - -3.5" Drive Bay: 1

*One year manufacturer's | -3.5" Drive Bay: -or 3

SHEMMWJ warranty R & *T Expansion Slots

15" LCD
WIDESCREEN oLot Laser

= . | B B % *Max Resolution 1280 x = . s CLP310
‘ . ; . : - 20 -RBSPPHSE e Sue g ] *Print speed b&w 16
INTEL ENTERTAINER LITE . —— — - e ' — ) ; Lol +Image Brightness 250 , = ppm, colour 4 ppm

“Intel Celeron 1.5GHz +512MB F 2 T ol Reto O \ pa— Max resolution
‘ear, Collect, Repair, \ 2400 x 600 dpi

Memory *80GB Hard Drive P BJ ) ) | | ) | o s CL Rt — . -
v a9 &y A - _ ' : 9 Return Warranty PHOTOSMART "\ N V' ~Connectivity USB 2.0

SVGA Monitor Optional

*Combo Drive *Keyboard, Y 4 ry 48 - . T
mouse and speakers *1 Year N | il A~ A" ' T ; g b= = D5463
carry in warranty *SVGA Monitor rom R8&n for 36 months ' ‘" c —— — ) *Print speed black Up to 2.9 ppm,

Optional *No Operating System colour 2.7 ppm *Standard memory
P £ b 64 MB «Duty cycle up to 2500

ppm Duplex print options

NOTEPAC CARRY BAG - . FORMULA VIBRATION (@ (@ X530 SPEAKERS
*Protection: Padded notebook compartment for screens up \ [ FEEDBACK WHEEL R *Frequency Directed Dual Driver
to 15.4"Storage: Includes a back slip and internal pocket for . +Force Feadback Matfh:ng front & niar sat?ilrtes
storage of all your daily papers. Integrated workstation with - | =i - & +Six Programmable 0 bt 2 4
storage for all your mobile accessories*Material: Hard wearing | s AREE e AR U Tyt ot e J Buttons* Shifting Options real-time bass

nylon 4 | i | Rahid ] ’ — ol equalization
| | i - Full Rubber Wheel “Portsd stibwooder

) I & " ; *Triple Clamping system ) ~B Sosicn *Hendhore

‘I jack on controling

fpéan CORDLESS DESKTOP S510
+Flatter Keyboard Design *Silver and Black Styling

FI.ASH nHIVEs = =l i 1 - ~ o S - 2 y +Integrated Controls *Reliable Wireless: Enjoy fast
| ) TRV - r '- P g T > : 27 MHz wireless performance =
SURGE PROT MULTI AL ; - A { QO - » /A B AN = +One-Touch Controls *Programmable B r &
. - [ 4 = * ¥ i y
-15ACIrcuRBnakerlmmd 1 0 . b £ 1) v | i F-Keys *Power Management

BELA-BELA TEL: [014] 736 4250 KLERKSDORP TEL: [D18) 462 9102 RICHARD BAY TEL: [035] 789 35889
BETLEHEM TEL: [058)] 303 6723 LENASIA TEL: [011] 852 4634 RODIHUISKRAAL TEL: [D12] 656 0223
BLOEMFONTEIN TEL: [051] 448 5296 MAFIKENG TEL: [018] 381 5090 RUSTENBURG TEL: [014] 592 7407
BRAKPAN TEL: [011] 915 6616 MAYVILLE TEL: [012] 335 9097 SAN RIDGE TEL: [011] 318 0852
BRITS TEL: [012] 252 4212 MIDRAND TEL: [011] 3180253 SECUNDA TEL: [D17] 634 1210
BROODKLYN TEL: [012] 346 6720 MOKOPANE TEL: [015] 491 3436 SILVERTON TEL: [012] 803 6100

-uucummmmm >10kA CAPE TOWN TEL: [021] 511 4147 MONTANA TEL: [012) 548 0422 SOMERSET WEST TEL: [021] 851 0918
" *Max Voltage withstand >10kV CENTURION TEL: [012] 644 1674 NELSPRUIT TEL: [013] 745 7127 WILLOWS TEL: [D12] BO7 7235

*Maximum Operating FAERIE GLEN TEL: [012] 991 8013 NYLSTROOM TEL: [(014) 717 4250 WITBANK TEL: [013] 656 5363

Voltage 275Vac GEORGE TEL: [044] 884 1477 PORT ELIZABETH TEL: (041] 368 3950 WONDERPARK TEL: [012] 549 0210
HARTIES TEL: [012] 253 1508 PRETORIA SALU TEL: [012) 320 8939 ZAMBEZI EAST TEL: [012] 379 8700

71_ rgus (

HILLCREST TEL: [031) 765 4050 PRETORIA CBD TEL: [012) 328 6798 ZEERUST TEL: [018) 642 1200

www.computercorporation.co.za HEIDUFFI.EBBSIBIIICIB

§
* Come cml W our W M personal m SCCT AMDR Canon Nikom <= * Microsoft @16 [l © | - Lok @ & Beng, .. u vabsin lg
OFFERS VALID WHILE STOCK LASTS - E & OF - ACTUAL PRODUCT MAY VARY FROM ILLUSTRATION USED. *TERMS & CONDITIONS APPLY

ALL PRICES INCLUDE VAT - OFFERS VALID WHILE STOCK LASTS - E & OF - ACTUAL PRODUCT MAY VARY FROM ILLUSTRATION USED. *TERMS & CONDITIONS APPLY ALL PRICES INCLUDE VAT -




Temperature
Humidity | Power | Flood!
Door Entry | Smoke!
Email and Sms
notification!

Network-wide monitoring;
AND http://web.page.displa

Room Alert™

Samege 1 Aawn

- Curtart Senaie Stabus L3100 07 14 05 e Abert 780 133

EDRPACOmMMmMUniCations;
www.avtech.co.za

t +27(0)12 811 0931 @ info@avtech.co.za W www.avtech.co.za

f+27 (0)86 688 3006
*Terms and conditions apply

Notebooks | Peripherals

Lenovo Thinkpad SL300

he Thinkpad SL300 is the new

budget business notebook from
Lenovo that aims to offer
many of the features of
the T/X/R-series
notebooks, but at a lower
price. The 13.3" notebook
sports a 2.4 GHz Intel Core 2
Duo P8600 processor, 2GB of
RAM, a WXGA LED-Backlit Glossy
VibrantView screen, 250GB hard
drive, and a DVD multi-drive.

The SL300 has quite a nice
look about it, with a shiny black
exterior, as opposed to the
matte black paint of the
more expensive
Thinkpads. The keyboard
is a bit fiddly, and the key
arrangement is not optimal.
For instance the @ sign is not
where you would expect it, keeping
you on your toes, if you're used to it being
on the same button as the 2.

Overall system performance is very good, as the 2.4 GHz
processor and NVIDIA 9300M graphics combine to give you a
fast boot time, programs that open with minimal lag and good
graphics performance. You won't be getting the same
experience as with some of the more expensive gaming rigs,
as 3D performance won’t be quite as good, but overall you're
getting good value for your money. R10 999 (excl VAT) from
Computer Corporation on 08161-08616. [AG]

Microsoft Arc Mouse

N otebook mouses
are great for
portability and a good idea up
until your hand starts cramping after
maneuvering your petite rodent for a
couple of hours. Microsoft’s innovative Arc
Mouse takes care of this little problem thanks
to a hinge on the back of this almost full size
mouse. The hinge allows it to curl up into a neat little package,
60% of its original size, to slip easily into your notebook bag.

The wireless transceiver, used to connect the mouse to your
PC, is stored at the bottom of the mouse, so you don’t have to
worry about losing it. Microsoft provided two AAA batteries,
but they are not rechargeable, so include new batteries on
future shopping lists.

Apart from its portability and impressive design, the Arc is
left with little else to offer. If you're looking for lots of
programmable buttons and other functionality rather go
elsewhere. At R690 (incl VAT) it is also quite pricey. Get it
from Computer Corporation on 08616-08616.

techsmart.co.za | March 09

5.76: SA’s score on the Connectivity Scorecard. Ranking below Chile, above Mexico. http://tinyurl.com/awgsdp
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Routers | Printers

Billion BiGuard S20 Security Gateway

Billion has made quite a name for themselves by
developing some competitive products in the SSL VPN
market. In 2006 Billion claimed that they had produced
the first affordable small business gateway solution to
incorporate a firewall, the S10.

he S20 is the next step up for a business looking for a VPN

solution. The S20 can handle up to 20 simultaneous SSL
VPN tunnels and also offers dual WAN ports, supporting
failover and load balancing.

At the back of the S20 you'll find eight Ethernet ports and a
Gigabit uplink port. There are also two WAN ports that can
provide either load balancing or failover. We liked that the S20
has no fan, so operation is silent, if only all PCs were too. On
the software side, the S20 is set up via a simple web interface,
but be warned the instruction book is not a two page leaflet,
it's over 300 pages long, luckily with lots of pictures.

The Billion Biguard S20 has an RRP of R7694. Call Nology
on 012-657-1317 for more info.

Samsung ML-2851ND Monochrome Laser Printer

Tired of paying extra for colour that you simply just
don’t want? Samsung’s ML-2851ND monochrome laser
printer is a good solution for any office where colour
has become a costly burden.

hen Samsung

said that this
printer was fast
they sure
weren’t lying - it
has a lightning
quick print speed
of 20 pages per
minute, with
excellent print
quality to boot.

One of the
features of the
ML-2851 that we appreciated was the TonerSave
mode which can extend cartridge life by up to 40%, hardly
affecting the quality output. Another thing that impressed us
was its better than usual paper handling, with built-in
duplexing capabilities — meaning double sided printing without
you having to lift a finger changing paper, and a standard
input of 250 sheets.

The ML-2851ND is easy to set up, either via USB or
connected to the server and accessed across a wired network
(sorry, no Wi-Fi). The Samsung ML-2581ND is available from
Computer Corporation at R1959 on 08616-08616.
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NS Always-0N
onnectivity

Experience the ultimate in wireless speed and coverage
with no more dead zones, while sharing your networking
anywhere with secure and always-on connectivity!

-

Firewall

802.11r

Do
4-port

Gigabit
Switch,

Billion 7402NX

3G/ADSL2 -+ (802.11N) Router

* Auto-failover between 36 or ADSL

» USB 2.0 port for 36/HSDPA modem
= VPN Firewall (16 tunnels)

* |deal for SOHO & Office Users

www.billionsa.com

BILLION

Where to Buy:

Digital Planet: www.digitalplanet.co.za
Matrix Warehouse: www.matrixwarehouse.co.za * Tel: 011 869-2613/4
Or contact Nology on (012) 657 1317 for your nearest reseller



Printers

Lexmark X7675 Professional Wireless 4-in-1

t is actually surprising how
long it took manufactures
to start making their printers
Wi-Fi capable. Lexmark was
one of the first and with the
X7675 they once again show

how wireless isn't just
convenient, but also hassle
free to set-up.

Apart from the usual
copying, printing and
scanning, Lexmark also
included faxing, making the
X7675 Pro a good choice for
SMEs.

The inclusion of a 2.4" LCD

display, PictBridge and

memory card reader

enhances the X7675's photo

printing features, plus you're

i also able to print from and

i scan to USB flash disks.

i Compared to similar offerings
: the X7675 wasn't as quick on
i the draw when it came to

printing speed, and we have

seen better quality when
i copying. Its small capacity

paper input tray will also
need refilling quite often.
Recently Lexmark did a lot

to improve on their
: design, and it shows on this

one. The X7675 will be a
welcome addition to
any small office. A
liberal five year
guarantee rounds
the X7675 off
nicely. Available for
R2299 (incl VAT)
from Computer

Corporation on
08616-08616.

COURTESY OF LEXM.\RK__

HOW TO ENTER -

Ml \I II \ L/ \ Ml \D N E S S ! ! 2 YEAR WARRANTY AND FREE DELIVERY! WE WILL BEAT ANY WRITTEN QUOTE!!

R1739 .. R299 ..

LG 22" 8000:1 LCD Wide Display Kingston 16GB USB2.0 Flash Drive
R Kingston

Chronos CVM Series of Video Duplicators
Daisy-chaining Monitors made Easy

We found the
perfect device
for anyone who
needs to display g
video feed on more

than on monitor
simultaneously. It's

'.8- Fort Video Duglicator [N -

T ]

B T20r1E

the Chronos range
of video duplicators.
There are four different video
duplicators to choose from
each offering one video input
and either two, four, eight or
twelve video outputs
depending on your needs.
The CVM range supports
SVGA, VGA, XGA, QXGA and
multi-sync compliant
monitors, and can handle
video resolution of 2048 x
1536. These video splitters
also provide one of the
market’s highest bandwidth
support at 450 MHz, allowing
for distances of up to 55 m.
The video duplicators come

with 2/4/8/12 standard HD15 :

female ports to connect the
monitors and an additional
HD15 female port to connect
the splitter to your CPU.

A video duplicator is a

must-have tool for
classrooms, conference
rooms, point of sale
presentations, trading room
floors, security systems,
airports, restaurants, and
many other applications
where you need to share
information or video
presentations with multiple
users.

The Chronos video
duplicators are easy to set
up, simple to use and are
compatible with a wide range
of operating systems such as
Windows 98/SE/ME, Windows
2000/XP/Vista and Mac
0S 8.6/0S 9/0S X. The best
part is that you can get the
CVM-810S (eight ports) for
only R700 from PC Pro Shop
on 012-348-4000.

Multimedia GADGETS

Adapt Pocket Projector

Is that a Projector in your Pocket?

he invention of the

modest pocket is likely the

most overlooked of all the
great inventions. The pocket
is what we like to refer to as
a gateway invention. It led to
the invention of the pocket
watch, the pocketknife, the
wallet and bunch of other
insanely cool gadgets over
the centuries.

In 2009 the great
“pocketable” gadget to own is
a pocket projector. Adapt, a
Netherlands based company
dealing with all things
mobile, have developed the
Mini Projector to fulfill this
insatiable need to fill pockets.
The Mini Projector makes use
of 3M’s LCoS optical
technology allowing it to
project an image in size of
between 15 and 127 cm.

It offers a 4:3 aspect, 640
x 480 (VGA) resolution, a
memory slot (SD/MMC/MS
Pro) and comes standard
with 1GB of internal storage.
With a footprint of only 125 x
55 x 23 mm it really is quite
neat. The device also comes

@ Dell Vostro AB60
>Intel 1.86GHz Dual-Core »2GB Memory
>160GB HDD »DVD-RW >15.6" LCD »Bluetooth
»Lan, Modem, Wireless Lan »Vista Business

RS998 =

Potent Power Squared

»Intel Core Duo 2.5GHz CPU »Intel LGA775
Motherboard >Onboard LAN, Audio & VGA
»>1024MB DDR2-800 Memory >160GB SATA HDD
»>22x Dual-Layer DVD-Writer »400W Tower Chassis
>104 Muttimedia Keyboard »PS$2 Optical Mouse
»>Free Antivirus & Anti-Spam Software

PHASE2 <

coMPUT
www.phase2.co.za \\‘\

e

2 & Kingston
LG 19" 10000:1 LCD Wide Display Kingston 8GB USB2.0 Flash Drive

R1249 .., R189 ..

Seagate 500GB 3.5” External HDD

tenovo |BM Lenovo N500

>Intel 2GHz Dual-Core Processor »1GB Memory
»>160GB HDD »DVD-RW »15.4" LCD »Wireless
>Lan, Modem > Vista Home Basic

:@Le

= Faster than a Celeron D 3GHz!

What is an HTPC:
AHome Theatre PC (HTPC) or media PCisa  SaiiP WLl Skl Wuil W Ay

convergence device that combines the functions of a personal computer and a digital video recorder. It is
connected to a television or a television-sized computer display and is often used as a digital photo, music,
video player, receiver and digital video recorder.

Available functionality:

e Watch TV e Pause live TV ® The HTPC can be fully integrated with your current DSTV decoder

e Listen to your favourite FM radio stations e Time slip function with Windows Media Center

* Record directly to your hard drive or DVD e Listen to you favourite music in 5.1 surround sound

e Watch DivX movies in 5.1 surround sound ¢ Watch DVD in 5.1 surround sound

* Browse the Internet and check your email ¢ All in the comfort of your living room using only one device
® The HTPC can be connected to any existing home theatre receiver

Priced from R6999 inci var

Mr. Vista Friendly

> Intel E7400 Core 2 Dua 2.8GHz CPU > Intel LGAZ75
1333MHz FSB Motherboard »Onboard LAN, Audio &
VGA »2.0GB DDR2-800 Memory »160GE SATA HDD
>22x Dual-Layer DVD-Writer »400W Tower Chassis
»PS2 104 Keyboard & Mouse

>Free Antivirus & Anfi-Spom Software

= 16 | O

ectsales@phaseZ.co.za | T;'ading Hours (Mon-Fri) 8hD0 - [7h00 (Sat) Bh30 - 13000
Price VJA.T. Exclusive | Terms & Conditions Apply | E&OE | Product might differ from Images

R3199 ... R1899 ... (

Basic All-Rounder

»Intel Celeron 1.8GHz CPU

> Intel LGA775 Motherboard »Onboard LAN, Audio

& VGA »1024MB DDR?2 Memory »160GB Hard Drive
> 400W Tower Chassis »22x Dual-Layer DVD-Writer
»104 Multimedia Keyboard »PS2 Optical Mouse

Seagate 250GB 2.5" External HDD

»No external power supply required

FREE DELIVERY WITHIN
90KM OF OUR SHOP!"

Kramerville, Sandton

Fax: 086-632-6303

standard with a remote,
media converter software and
a Li-Ion rechargeable battery
supporting about an hour of
operation.

R3999 (incl VAT) from
PDAShop on 012-362-8133
or www.pdashop.co.za.

Home Theatre right at your fingertips

Email: jean@maraboeit.co.za
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sﬁo_t_oshop CS4

A Complete Training Package!

ﬁaL;h CS4 Professional

A Complete Training Package!
——

Inﬁbesign CS4
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Dreamweaver CS4
aDIGITAL ASSROOM®

A Complete Tralning Package!

[ E—
InDesign C54

Photoshop C54
DUMMIES

N FULL COLORE

Peter Baues

Buy these titles now at all leading

bookstores and online at www.intersoft.co.za
For mare info contact sales@intersoft.co.za or (011) 325-2643

Computer Books

Dummies Series

here is a lot more to web

: marketing than just creating a
Web Mqueﬂng website or sending out emails,

g hoping for the best. So how do you
DUMMIES

go about marketing in the age of the
Internet? Web Marketing For
— Dummies contains all the info you
: need to get more out of the
Internet. Inside you’ll learn more
about what is considered a good
storefront, how to attract visitors to
your site (and how to keep them
coming back), plus info on
copyright, terms of use and legal issues. RRP: R330 (incl VAT).

et better results

e search engine strategies

Are you not attracting the flood
of visitors to your site you think
you should? It might just be that
search engines are having a
difficult time properly indexing your
site, or you might not have the
structures in place to ensure a good
page rank. Search Engine
Optimization For Dummies is a
must read for all website owners
out there because it deals with
practicalities that will ensure better
ranking in search engine results. RRP: R305 (incl VAT).

A Reference
for the

Rest of Us! )

FEET aTigs or durmevir comr

Titles are less 20% if ordered on www.intersoft.co.za.

WIN 10F 3 SEARCH ENGINE
OPTIMIZATION FOR DUMMIES BOOKS
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COURTESY OF INTERSOFT

HOW TO ENTER

e Send your name, surname, suburb and age to
competition@techsmart.co.za with "SEO” in the
subject line or enter on www.techsmart.co.za

Competition runs from 1 — 31 March 2009
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Online Training EDUCATION

Distance Education
Brainline Distance School on Computer

In this day and age, where demands placed on
schooling by industry and life itself are challenging to
say the least, an alternative form of schooling, based on
the latest technology, offers a refreshing new choice to
the learner of the digital age.

Brainline: Who are they?

he concept of Brainline as an educational system on

computer, with assessment delivery via the Internet,
started in 1987. From 1994 - 1996 it developed into an
institution providing distance education on computer, at school
level, with examinations in all grades. In 1999 the first
matriculants wrote the SA grade 12 examination and Brainline
was also accepted as a centre for Cambridge International
Examinations.

Brainline is of the opinion that the education of learners is
an exciting journey that includes the entire family, and most
importantly, the learning environment should be made what it
was supposed to have been all along: supportive, calm,
exciting and adaptable to the needs of the learner.

Taking control of one’s education places the responsibility in
the hands of both parents and learners alike. High quality,
standardised, bite-sized learning units — complete with
assessment projects and memoranda attached - enables
learners and their parents, guardians or tutors, to meet the
minimum requirements of the national curriculum as set by
the National Department of Education of South Africa.

How does Brainline work?

Brainline is a complete school curriculum on compact disc, a
uniqgue schooling system with the personal computer as its
delivery vehicle. But they are much more than that: they are a
learning community — a large group of people learning
together, discussing concerns in the learning environment,
making friends and solving problems. The compact disc
contains a full year’s content in most of the subjects and
learning areas at school level, from grade 1 to 12, in both
English and Afrikaans.

Study Material

All the study material required by the learner to complete
his/her learning for the academic year, is provided on the
compact disc. If it is not available on the CD, Brainline will
provide the books (grade 10 - 12) and an accompanying work
schedule. Should you wish to peruse the lesson material, you
are most welcome to download demonstration lessons from
the Brainline website. Alternatively, you can order a
demonstration CD, which will provide you with an example of a
course material CD. Simply SMS the words “Demo CD”,
accompanied by your complete postal details, to the number
082-882-4446.

Accreditation

All certificates for school leavers are quality controlled by

Umalusi (Council for Quality Assurance in General and Further

Education and Training) as set out in www.umalusi.org.za.

Brainline meets the minimum requirements set by Umalusi

and has been provisionally accredited, with reference
number SCHO00223PA. Brainline has been nominated as
an “Accreditation Candidate”.

For more information
Please visit their website at
www.brainline.com or phone the
Customer Care Centre on 012-543-
5000. Feel free to email them at
info@brainline.com.

March 09 | techsmart.co.za

brainline ezl

Are you not of school going age and interested in
completing your matriculation certificate?

Our online learning system is very adaptable, and
is not only suitable for children. Adults can use
our compact grade 10 - 12 system, to gain their
grade 12 qualification easily.

You can complete grade 10 - 12 in only two years
through Brainline.

Year 1:

Complete your “compact” subjects for Grade 10.
You need to complete seven subjects. Write the
exams in June. Complete your “compact”
subjects for Grade 11. You need to complete
seven subjects. Write the exams in November.

Year 2:

Enrol for Grade 12. Complete the assessment
through www.brainonline.com. Write you final
exam in October/November.

We have a range of subjects to
choose from, with workshops for
practical subjects. Our students
communicate with teachers via our
online learning system - brainONLINE.

Our younger students enjoy social activities
hosted by us throughout the year. Our adventure
camps are very popular, as well as our other
events.

For more information, please visit www.brainline.com

Become part of our learning world!
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SPent Money? You can now rate
all your experiences on Rate-it

MOBILES Smartphones

RIM BIackBe.rry Storm
Working up a Storm

The Storm, released last
November in the US, is now here
in all its touch-screen splendour
for the SA public, exclusively on
the Vodacom network.
TechSmart touched.

Click with SurePress
hat differentiates the Storm’s
touch-screen is SurePress,
which basically provides tactile
feedback when pressing the

Samsung SGH-i200 My Very First Smartphone
Almost a Real Smartphone?

t appears that
Samsung has
“borrowed” an old

slogan, first used
by Sony in the 80's
and 90's. They
have named the
i200 “My Very First
Smartphone”, a
very similar name
to all those "My
First Sony”
products. But what
is Samsung really
trying to say to us,
the buying public?

comes with
Windows Mobile
6.1, so now you
get threaded SMS
support, allowing
all messages to be
saved as
“conversations”,
rather than just
disconnected odds
and ends. The
i200 also includes
== the latest version
i of Office Mobile,
EL including

i OneNote, and the

Smartphones MOBILES

HTC Touch HD

Some Serious Real Estate

3.8" LCD touch
screen is
more than just a
smartphone
spec. Itis a
statement.

With this kind
of real estate on
the Touch HD,
HTC’s custom
Windows Mobile
(WM) interface,
TouchFLO 3D,
finally has the
necessary room
to be fully

lurks just below

the surface.
Applications

that really
benefit from the
3.8" display are
navigation apps
and web
browsing. The
Touch HD
utilises Opera
Mobile 9.5 which
features tab
functionality,
something new
to mobile

screen, almost like clicking. We, The answer is ability to edit appreciated with browsing. The
= _ - _ liked it; at Ieasthlt feelsdllke you're probably something existing Office the tab icons, your trouble with Opera,
et e g pressing something and not just along the lines of: documents. primary means of navigation, i however, is that it doesn’t
Www.rate-=It.co-za g |

the screen. At the same time

having to actually press down
meant that accuracy sometimes suf-
fered - you end up pressing the key
next to your desired key because your
thumb is all too often spaced incorrectly. This
problem only increased when trying to follow links
while browsing.

finger-sized.

Like most WM devices the
Touch HD makes use of a
non-capacitive touch display
which makes it
possible to use both a finger
and a stylus to operate it. i megapixel camera and
This kind of resistive screen i motion sensor technology via
allows for great accuracy. But : its G-Sensor. In all we can
our biggest complaint is that | confidently say that this is
TouchFLO 3D just doesn't go i HTC's best device yet, but
deep enough; the incredibly WM 7 can’t come soon
fiddly WM 6.1 interface i enough. [TM]

i support Flash, severely

¢ hindering its appeal.

: Some of the Touch HD's
i more impressive features
i include HSDPA, Wi-Fi, a

: 3.5 mm audio jack, a five

“This is a smartphone, but
it's also a phone for you, the every feature you'd want in a
man in the street”. So it { smartphone, but “just about”
would i means that you don’t get Wi-
appear that Samsung really Fi and the camera is not as
wants us all to want a good as it should be, at two
smartphone. And why not? megapixels. But then again
The i200 is a very attractive } the BlackBerry Storm does
phone and comes packed i not include Wi-Fi either. So
with all the features even ¢ for an entry into the world of
the typical power-user i smartphones the Samsung is
would want. i not a bad stepping stone.
Importantly the i200 i [AG]

The i200 has just about
Where your opinion counts for something :

Customers ask: “How st
+ this establishment?”

« SMS the number of your rating (from 1 - 6 with 1
« being pathetic and 6 being exceptional) followed by
« the establishment's name and location to 34870. For

gly would | rec

your rating to
Example, 5 Jacks Hotel* Rosebank, Johannesburg.

MEMBERSHIP FREE! 34870

Email some more

The main thing about BlackBerrys is of course their powerful
push email capabilities. The same applies for the Storm. You're
able to run up to eight accounts on the device, and for our test
we had a POP3 address plus a Gmail account running. We
were surprised at how easy it is to set-up email addresses.
Basically we needed nothing more than the addresses plus
passwords to be up and running.

TOSHIBA == G AMeceR

et o ot

A REGIS, Superb Uniwell Systems HUniwell
dra

A= 555 Mitchell Street
3 ¥ Pretoria West 0183
| SUPERB T

2 Tel: 012 327 5855 conn crone-
HUniwell Fax: 012 327 6275

A COMPLETE SOLUTION TO ALL YOUR IMPORTER & DISTRIBUTOR

OFFICE EQUIPMENT REQUIREMENTS
GPS and Data
The Storm has a built-in GPS, and the mapping software used

< DIGITAL COPIERS < COMPUTERS is Vodaphone's Sat Nav that downloads maps as you need 086 100 5855 m:::tf::‘;g‘::?:; olivett
= COLOUR COPIERS = NOTEBOOKS them. We found it more than sufficient in most circumstances,
and the fact that you do not need to buy the navigation ’
< PRINTERS < PROJECTORS software or pay for the maps makes Sat Nav much better than
= SCANNERS = PLASMA SCREENS what competitors are offering. One feature that is missing =TOUGH SCREE - NETWORKING = SCALER - BAR CODMG - [y
fi the St " heet is Wi-Fi. But ight not d
< FAX MACHINES < PABX SYSTEMS itrc;Lnat rﬁucf?ripqule’Fl)‘:Co‘: sc?déscon'll’s IRS‘_;J p&écr)umrgllwgth Br::cknBe:rry
2 HIGH VOLUME 2 NETWORK SYSTEMS Add-on data package._We will definitely recommend this as it
DUPLICATORS = CCTV SYSTEMS allows as much browsing and email data usage as you want,

on the device itself.

Applications

Applications for cellphones are the next big thing, and you'll
find apps for Facebook, MySpace and Flickr preinstalled on the
Storm. Extra offerings online are scarce but rumours of an
online BlackBerry apps store due for launching ups the stakes
considerably.

WE OFFER A COMPLETE SERVICE
ASSESS 2 SUPPLY @ FINANCE 2 INSTALL
S TRAIN @ MAINTAIN

PRETORIA: 012-663-3163
NATIONAL: 0861-456-638 (0861-GLONET)
Email: info@glonetcor.co.za

Conclusion

Although the BlackBerry Storm looks beautiful and on the
email side performed exceptionally well, we were

frustrated by the fact that you could only use your fingers to
operate the phone. The accuracy issue that goes along with
this led to a frustrating web browsing experience, plus we
must confess we never felt quite comfortable using the
QWERTY keyboard. You will get the job done with the Storm,
we just feel that adding little things, like being able to operate
via stylus, could have made it easier to use. [M]]

- POS PRINTERS - RIBBONS - RENTALS-
- REPAIRS TO ALL MAKES OF CASH REGISTERS -

Dealers Countrywide Franchise/Dealer Opportunity Available

www.superb.co.za

A content click is a Global Network Corporation client.

DEDICATED T0 /[

specifically on the Hospitality, Retail & ....Catering
distribution and support network
development for PoS, Back Office & Head Office

175 million: The amount of active Facebook members, up by 25 million in just two months. http://tinyurl.com/356y6s

* Supermarkets * Bottle Stores

Conder
Prvir ‘
integration with option of embedded or PC based systems Vo) b St hikey > Conveniant Bloroa® st
‘. wr

of PoS terminals to suit various styles of operation & budgets
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PAGEPLUS X3

PUBLISHER

Professional

The professional
desktop publishing
solution

- Business Stationery

- Signs and Notices

- Newsletters, Ads and Logos
- Magazines, Brochures

- Publish straight to PDF

- and much more

www.holton.co.za
011.789.6181

Rube Goldberg Machine

This DIY Dude is partly inspired by the computer
game The Incredible Machine and partly by a man
called Rube Goldberg. Rube was a famous
cartoonist best known for his series of cartoons
depicting Rube Goldberg machines, complex
devices that perform simple tasks in indirect,
convoluted ways.

he Incredible machine was a game where you had to
solve Rube Goldberg style puzzles in order to complete
everyday tasks. In honour of the great man, I though it

appropriate to build one of my very own. So let me explain my brilliant design for a
device that automatically turns your PC on when you wake up in the morning.

The night before: You set your clock-radio, as usual. Then you light the
long-burning candle, which is attached to the sound-activated, rotating potplant.

The clock-radio goes off (A) and plays your favourite radio station, causing the
potplant to rotate (B), which sets the fuse alight (C). The fuse then burns through
the string (D) holding the bungee cord under tension, which causes the bungee cord
to pull the plug out of the container (E). The released water then pours into the
funnel (F) and travels down the tubing where it is released into the shaduf (invented
in Ancient Egypt) (G). The bucket pushes down on the lever of the shaduf causing an
upswing in the counter-weight. The bucket falls and releases its contents. The
counter-weight then acts on the, now empty, bucket causing the string to be pulled
down again (H). The magnet (I) descends and affixes itself to the metal gate, which
is pulled out by the counter-action of the shaduf. The marbles (J) are released down
the marble run and fall into the bucket (K). The bucket pulls on the string, causing
the pin (L) to be pulled out, releasing the compressed spring (M), which pulls the
pinion (N), which pushes the twig (O) against the ON/OFF button of the PC. Simple.

A full video of this is up on www.techsmart.co.za.
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999: The amount of Perana Z-ones, an exclusive SA sports car, to be manufactured per year. http://tinyurl.com/aglyko

McAfee Total Protection 2009 — 3 user
To Protect and Serve

registering) the software is

g‘; McAfee the comforting green tick,
;; Total Protection 2009 situated near the top of the
i7 e i screen, letting you know all
88 ¢ is well on the virus front.
g Most of the features can be
¥ found in a list along the side
i panel, including Internet,
i Network, Email, Instant
It i Messaging and Parental
il Controls. Once
i you actually get
i into one of these
sections there
i really seems to
! be too many op-
tions to choose
from, which can
cAfee make things
(AT R — B disheartening for
been at the average user.
the virus McAfee Total Protection

protection game for a long
time now, with Total
Protection 2009 being the
most comprehensive set of
security tools and utilities
McAfee has to offer to help
you keep the invaders from
getting to your PC.

The first thing you'll
notice after installing (and

Business owners: Tired of

i also offers you some backup
i and restoration software,

i incase the unthinkable, such
: as a hard disk failure,

i happens. There are also

i some much required junk

i removal utilities that let you
i clean up your computer and

i system registry. R442 from

i www.take2.co.za.

security | web 20| IEEARYAGE

Tumblr.com, http://techsmart.tumblr.com/

TechSmart starts Tumbling

logging is so old school,

especially if you can now
publish a tumblelog.
Wikipedia describes a
tumblelog as “a variation of a
blog that favors [sic] short-
form, mixed-media posts
over the longer editorial
posts frequently associated
with blogging”.

One of the more
impressive tumblelog
creation tools we've come
across is Tumblr
(www.tumblr.com). Tumblr
allows you to create your
own free tumblelog page, on
which you can quickly and
easily publish and share text,
links, images, videos, audio
clips and quotes you like
during your daily trawling of
the Web.

Go to the TechSmart
Magazine Tumble (http://
techsmart.tumblr.com/)
to get an idea of what this is
all about. We have taken to
linking tech articles that are
of particular interest to us or
bear some relevance to
articles we are working on

Tired of having no control?

s

FEBRUARY 24,2009
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Racipe for Disaster: The Formuts That Kiliad Wall Strest

Camic books pretty mush get it Aight — gamma (ay's aTe gonns c3uSe Som
to happen. David X, Lis Gausson copuls function had 3 fittle gamma in it
the Hulbk (o perhaps more scourately the Abomination] gamma caused thi
‘that shouidn'l bave Semy Dave no Nobelafter this 2conomic abomination

My fear is tht these ischnologies are inienfiising the brain inio fhe state
who are sitracied by buzzing naisss and bnght ights, who have 3 smal sit
Wwho five for the moment ' (via hitp/wrw. com/emy
(358 Ttask=view 4

! ourselves. Also send us the

links to your own Tumblr
pages, we would love to have

i alook and promote them.

VPN firewall

sluggish speeds on fast internet connections?

XDSL's firewall features

the same technology that corporate businesses and ISPs use in their core network.

This technology is now also available for small/medium businesses at a fraction of the cost.

Phone us to find out more.

What does that mean for you as a customer?

* more uptime

* better speed

Do you need technical staff?
No, this is a complete outsourced solution by professionals.

If you have technical staff do they get all the tools to monitor their network?
Yes we give them all the tools to monitor and make business decisions.

53 xds(

Suited for ADSL, diginet and most
internet connections.

* more productive working hours for your staff

* better reliability

Terms & Conditions apply

info@xdsl.co.za

call us now
086 100 9375
www.xdsl.co.za
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One Office - One Solution
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ElOffice

Alternative to other well
known Office product

Similar “look & feel” makes
it a seamless transition

.docx and .xlsx compatible

50% saving when
compared to competitors

March Web Time Wasters

Expert Village

f you have a question on a

subject that you're seriously
interested in, or keen on
learning a musical instrument,
or how to put a PC together,
you might want to consult an
expert. Expertvillage.com
offers a choice of
professionally produced and
researched videos, to answer
your everyday questions.

There are over 120 000
videos at
www.expertvillage.com
that provide free, well

(= expert village - m\

Cuch PFicke Hofigh o et §ighn i Flesograph

Home  Categories  Our Experts

Hotiight Vs. Strobe Lights in Photography Lighting Y

¥ Mersers wha

113319

B L L -~

L rre—

researched and practical information on all sorts of things. The videos are usually
short and to the point, without being padded full of the extraneous rubbish you’d
find from your average “YouTuber”.

Let me Google that
for you (LMGTFY)

ho among us has never

been asked a stupid
question on Facebook, a
chatroom or forum? The
chances are very high that you
have in fact answered this
question by thinking to
yourself: “You know what, I'm
asked stupid questions all the
time.” Stupid questions come
in two varieties: those that are
ridiculously obvious and those
that you could not possibly try
to answer.
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let me G O (_)Sle that for you
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The next time someone asks you: “So what is this ‘Standard Theory of Relativity’
anyway?” you simply go to www.Imgtfy.com and type in the question. You then
hit “Google Search” and a hyperlink to a page, showing the question-asker how to
type his question into Google, comes up.

Daily Writing Tips

Conducting business via
email can get very
stressful, especially as you're
often faced with decisions
like: how to start a letter,
what to make the email
subject and when to use “Your
Faithfully” or “Your Sincerely”.
In fact, once you've left
school, you’'ll be doing a whole
lot more writing than when
you were in it.

It can be difficult to keep up
with writing trends and norms
in a world full of email, blogs,
forums and instant messaging.
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To solve this problem go to www.dailywritingtips.com, a blog where you will find
simple yet effective tips to improve your writing.
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30 times: Apple claims that Safari 4 is that much faster than IE 7. http://tinyurl.com/bmtq4w

Stop Drowning in Emai

Written by Lance Terner, a 12-year Inter-
net industry veteran and Chief Executive
of Branded Internet - listed as one of SA’s
Top 50 ICTe Companies 2005/6 + 2006/7.

Depending of one’s concept of
progress, email can be a blessing or a
curse. Nobody needed email until it
arrived, and rapidly it became the most widely-used
means of communication for both personal and
business use. In fact business email is now as
indispensable as the telephone for conducting business
and basically replaced regular mail and faxing as the
primary means of sending documents.

Supposedly email can help you manage your time better,
and in that regard being an efficient email user is now
becoming an essential professional skill. Now, a great many
people access their email on their cellphones and in so doing
“carry” their email around pretty much 24/7. A lifetime ago I
signed up for a bulletin board service (the pre-cursors to the
Internet) and got my first exposure to electronic messaging.
My reaction: Awesome! This is really cool! Now I don’t have to
phone people! Zapping information back and forth at the
speed of light will be a big productivity boost. Since then email
has become the Internet’s first killer app, and with it clogged
up inboxes everywhere.

It's not email itself that is the problem, it’s the volume of
email, the clutter, which has become the problem. As email
grew, its strengths became its weaknesses. The ease with
which you can dispatch pretty much anything at all, whether

Websites NETSMART

i the recipient wants it or not, means that inboxes just get more
i and more full. Quite simply, there are just too many
{ messages.

So what now? Getting on top of your email has become

critical. So, I went out looking for the most useful tools I could
¢ find to accomplish this task. I was extremely pleased with
i what I came across:

¢ Xobni - http://www.xobni.com

Xobni (Inbox backwards) rocks! Outlook is surprisingly bad
when you have lots of content and Xobni, an Outlook
plugin, can help you organise a flooded inbox. Some of its
features include threading conversations and lightning fast
email search. Even Bill Gates raved about it.

e Taglocity - http://www.taglocity.com

Taglocity aims to improve Outlook by including more Gmail-
like features. It turns messages, contacts, calendar entries
etc. into taggable items or virtual folders, much like Gmail
does. These tags are then used to create an

intuitive, non-rigid interface which is easy to organise.

i o Clear Context - http://www.clearcontext.com

Another Outlook tool, Clear Context aims to “make your
inbox useful again” by filing and organising email,
grouping information by project and turning emails into
appointments and tasks. These tasks are done
automatically, saving you a lot of time.

i o Five.sentenc.es — http://five.sentenc.es

From their website: “five.sentenc.es is a personal policy
that all email responses regardless of recipient or subject
will be five sentences or less. It's that simple.” Also
consider four, three or two sentences.

i If you have any questions or queries drop me a mail,

lance@brandedinternet.co.za.

Compliment your offering...

Become an ISP

Now your company can also offer Internet services for your clients,
while we provide you with all the tools you need to be a successful

Internet Service Provider

We provide the products
We take your support calls
We bill your customers
You own your customers

Find out how at
www.brandedinternet.co.za
or call us on 0861 branded

= infernet
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for managing your

income and expenses.

for informed murtgage
management. to
plan for your retirement

to achieve your savings
goals. \ to view an
annuity over time.

Keep track of your
Home Budget

Plan for your Retirement

Calculate and analyze
your Mortgage

Plan for your
Children’s Education

www.holton.co.za | 011.789.6181

Upcoming releases
We want!

When it comes to new tech SA always seems to
lag a bit behind. Our editorial team selected
some newly released items that we can’t wait
to see in SA. R X

[ mer e oy et i
taciowards * Whenever be kad someting W sy,

M ike: Amazon’s Kindle 2 ebook reader looks
interesting. It's about as thick as a pencil,
comes with 3G Wi-Fi and can store
1500 books. At $359 though I
would rather make my way to
the second-hand bookstore.
Thomas: I can’t wait

for the HP TouchSmart IQ
506 to arrive on our
shores. A touch
screen
smartphone is
one thing but
a 22" touch
screen monitor combined
with a high performance
machine is just insane.

Andrew: The Palm Pre was the star of CES
this year. I want one for it’s brilliant design,
array of features, Palm user-friendliness, but
most of all because it is not an iPhone.

Kirsty: As I spend a lot of time surfing the
web from my cellphone I'm looking forward
to the Acer FO00 smartphone as it is
optimised for web browsing with IE Mobile 6,
HSDPA and Wi-Fi.

—
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Fighting
Mortal Kombat vs DC Universe x|

Scorpion and Sub-Zero going face to face with
Batman and The Joker — what more could you ask
for in a fighting game?

K vs DCU matches 22 of the most well known

characters of each franchise, in, well, mortal
combat. Apart from straight up fighting there are a
few nice additions. The inclusion of Klose Kombat
where the player has to mirror their opponent’s
moves and Freefall Kombat in which you fight
while plummeting toward the ground below,
give it an interesting variance. On the down
side, the Fatalities that we loved in the other
Mortal Kombats have been toned down quite
a bit this time around and each character
has two options.

Mortal Kombat fans might be a bit
disappointed, but DC fans are in for a treat
and this game is being hailed as the best
DC fighting game since Blizzard’s Justice
League Task Force. We found it a rather
enjoyable even though it was lacking in
the features department. This isn’t
exactly the type of game that will have
you playing week after week for months,
consumed with the need to finish. It
simply lacks the depth of its predecessors.
Distributed by Ster-Kinekor Entertainment.
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50 million: The amount of PSPs shipped worldwide. Compared to the 96 million of Nintendo’s portable DS console. http://tinyurl.com/ajzxzb

Killzone 2

The PS3 benchmark FPS

PLARYS TRTICO

Tipped as a PS3 console
sales driver and a
platform competitor to Halo
3, much rests on the success
of Guerrilla’s Killzone 2. Does
it measure up to the hype?

You assume the role of
Sey, an elite soldier fighting
for the ISA. Two years after
surviving the Helgahst attack
on your home world you are
tasked with invading theirs
and capturing their leader,
now doesn’t that sound like
fun?

Killzone 2 is ultimately a

: tightly scripted game, which
does get a bit frustrating at
times. Its Al is greatly
improved, by comparison to
it predecessor, and is truly a
challenge on more advanced
difficulty levels.

Ingame graphics are
excellent with highly detailed,
destructible environments.

The game’s standout features

are its outstanding 7.1
surround sound support and
the use of the Sixaxis’ motion
sensitivity capabilities for
things like opening valves.
One thing that did irritate

though was the ingame loads

which occur as a result of the
game running directly from

the disc.

Whether or not Killzone 2
will live up to the hype
remains to be seen, there
can be little doubt however

i that it will set a much needed

FPS benchmark for a PS3
exclusive.

Developed by Guerrilla,
published by SCEE and is
distributed by Ster-Kinekor
Entertainment. [TM]

PS3 GAMES

* WINTOF 3KILLZONEZ HAMPERS
PS3 GAME + LIMITED EDITION T-SHIRT. |

HOW TO ENTER

e Send your name, surname, suburb and age to
competition@techsmart.co.za with “Killzone” in the
subject line or enter on www.techsmart.co.za

Competition runs from 1 - 31 March 2009

WWW.DAWNOFWAR2.COM
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GET MORE
FOR LESS R’ Y

Basic Hosting

P

—

NG

Standard Hosting

Power Hosting

R9.99pm

R39.99pm

R69.99pm

» No set-up fee

» Un-metered bandwidth

» 50 MB disk space (Upgradecd!?)
» 5 mailboxes

» 10 MB per mailbox (New?)

» Formmail script

» PHP

» 1 Database (MySQL or Postgres)
» Control panel

» Virus scanning

» Spam filtering (SpamAssassin)

Mega Hosting

» No set-up fee

» Un-metered bandwidth

» 250 MB disk space (Upgraded?)
» 15 mailboxes

» 20 MB per mailbox (New?)

» 15 auto-responders

» Formmail script

» PHP

» 1 Database (MySQL or Postgres)
» Control panel

» Virus scanning

» Spam filtering (SpamAssassin)

Ultra Hosting

» No set-up fee

» Un-metered bandwidth

» 750 MB disk space (Upgraded!)
» 30 mailboxes

» 40 MB per mailbox (New?!)

» 30 auto-responders
» 30 email redirects

» Formmail script

» PHP

» 1 Database (MySQL or Postgres)
» Control panel

» Virus scanning

» Spam filtering (SpamAssassin)

» Webmail

Extreme Hosting

R99.99pm

R149.99pm

R199.99pm

» No set-up fee

» Un-metered bandwidth

» 1.5 GB disk space (Upgraded!)
» 75 mailboxes

» 60 MB per mailbox (New?)

» 75 auto-responders

» 75 email redirects

» Formmail script

» PHP

» SSI

» 1 Database (MySQL or Postgres)
» Control panel

» Virus scanning

» Spam filtering (SpamAssassin)

» Webstats (AWStats or Webalizer)
» Webmail

» Custom error documents

» 25 Group mails

» Ruby On Rails Support (New?!)

» No set-up fee

» Un-metered bandwidth

» 3 GB disk space (Upgraded!?)
» 100 mailboxes

» 80 MB per mailbox (New?)

» 100 auto-responders

» 100 email redirects

» Formmail script

» PHP

» SSI

» FrontPage server extensions

» 2 Databases (MySQL or Postgres)
» Control panel

» Virus scanning

» Spam filtering (SpamAssassin)

» Webstats (AWStats or Webalizer)
» Webmail

» Custom error documents

» 50 Group mails

» 2 Sub domains

» Ruby On Rails Support (New?)

» No set-up fee

» Un-metered bandwidth

» 5 GB disk space (Upgraded!?)
» 200 mailboxes

» 100 MB per mailbox (New?)

» 200 auto-responders

» 200 email redirects

» Formmail script

» PHP

» SSI

» CGI-BIN access

» FrontPage server extensions

» 5 Databases (MySQL or Postgres)
» Control panel

» Virus scanning

» Spam filtering (SpamAssassin)

» Webstats (AWStats or Webalizer)
» Webmail

» Custom error documents

» 100 Group mails

» 10 Sub domains

» Application vault

» JSP / Tomcat

» Ruby On Rails Support (New?)

hos’ra.ofricoocom

sasales@hostdafrica.com

Mandatory collection fee of R4.50 applicable.

You will be charged a pro-rata fee for the remainder of the month.
We charge for the service in advance. All applicable domain fees are
excluded. Subject to Terms & Conditions. E & OE.



