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Aiming to be the first ever African space mission, Cape Town-based non-profit organisation, 
Foundation for Space Development has begun a campaign to source capital for the initial stage 
of its Africa2Moon mission via various crowdfunding sites. With an estimated goal of $150 000 
(R1.66 million) and the crowdfunding campaign listed to run until the end of January 2015, the 
Foundation of Space Development still has some work to do, having only raised 10% of its target 
at this stage. 

Along with being an African first, the mission will also be used to conduct a handful of experiments 
deemed pertinent by the local scientific community. With an expected space launch date set for 
November 2015, we hope the Foundation of Space Development can reach its ambitious goal.

Africa2Moon mission starts crowdfunding project

November has proven a pretty successful month for Apple, as the Cupertino-based manufacturer has reached a significant milestone, namely 
being the first company to be valued at $700 billion. To put that in perspective, only 19 other countries worldwide have a better GDP than 
Apple’s current valuation. Apple share prices have risen by an estimated 60% in the last year, with the release of the larger iPhone 6 and 6 Plus 
being cited as key influences. Analysts believe this $700 billion mark could grow even further over the next year, with some expecting Apple to 
breach the $1 trillion mark.

Apple becomes fi rst company 
valued at $700 Billion

Facebook has long been a social media site serving as a welcome distraction to life at work for some. Now the 
company is hoping to become an aid to business, as it tests a new product designed specifically for the workplace. 
Called Facebook@Work, this new business tool will allow users to collaborate on projects or tasks through group 
chats and shared documents. 

Currently in the testing phase with a number of companies outside of the Facebook fold, the service is expected 
to make a more commercial debut early in 2015. It still remains unclear at this stage whether Facebook will charge 
users for this offer. 

Facebook testing collaborative business tools

Google has begun a new fee-based system designed to let users contribute 
to the websites they often frequent. Although unimaginatively named, the 
new Contributor by Google service prompts users to pay between $1 to $3 
a month in order to reduce the number of Google-facilitated ads they see 
on sites. In place of the traditional blocks assigned for ad placements, it will 
have a banner stating “Thank you for being a contributor”. 

Still a small scale experiment at this stage, it serves as a way for online 
publishers to generate profits without having to flood their users with 
advertising. Google is able to remove its ads only however, so this service 
can reduce the number of ads but cannot remove them outright.

Google experiments with fee-based ad removal
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With the year drawing to a close and companies now looking forward to 2015, research firm IDC has released a detailed report predicting the 
major technological happenings expected to be seen over the next twelve months. In the 17-page long document, a couple of key trends stand 
out, including the growing influence of China as a smartphone 
and tablet influencer. IDC predicts that 500 million smartphones 
will be sold in China, nearly one-third of the global sales total. 
The other important finding is the rate of increase between old 
and new technologies. Newer technologies including cloud, 
mobile and big data, termed ‘3rd platform’, will grow by an 
estimated 13%. Conversely older technologies will reach a near 
“recession” state, with the latter half of 2015 set to stagnate in 
terms of older technology spending and growth. 

2015 IDC report forecasts new tech landscape

NEWS



Sony South Africa is set to bring its Consumer Audio Visual (CAV) business division to a close in coming months, 
with its local distribution network coming to an end by late January 2015. In an official Sony statement, the company 
noted that it “is currently studying the possibility of a new business model for selected Sony’s CAV products across 
South Africa.” The company’s mobile and gaming divisions however will remain unaffected by this move. “As far as 

Sony Mobile and Sony Professional Solutions 
products are concerned, they are not 
included in this cessation and will continue to 
operate as they do at present, due to different 
business models and business environment,” 
according to a Sony representative.
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In an effort to make it easier for sub-Saharan customers 
to purchase from American e-commerce sites, PayPal has 
partnered with USaddress.com. The American site allows 
international users to shop on any US online retailer and have 
the goods delivered regardless of their location. Users who 
subscribe to the service will receive a fictional US home address 
in order to facilitate shopping. Although this new service will 
enable African customers to purchase items not readily available 
in their own country, they will still have to pay the associated 
duties and tax costs to ship the products.

In a new move marking its desire to increase its mobile service offerings, 
Microsoft has just acquired email startup company Acompli, which specialises 
in app-based mail solutions. The deal is said to cost $200 million, a sizeable 
amount for the relatively young 18 month-old startup company. This acquisition 
follows Microsoft’s new strategy of late, ever since CEO Satya Nadella took 
the reins of the company earlier in the year. Since his appointment, Microsoft 
has made the development of apps for both iOS and Android mobile platforms 
one of its top priorities, with the release of free Office versions for the 
aforementioned platforms also serving as evidence of the company’s change. 

Sony to close its local Consumer Audio Visual (CAV) operations

Microsoft acquires email startup Acompli

PayPal partners with USaddress to enable local e-commerce

EU wants Google to extend right to be forgotten worldwide
As the threat of Ebola spreads through parts of Africa, cybercriminals are using Ebola-themed 
emails to launch malicious attacks on devices. The problem has become so bad that authorities in 
the US have issued a general warning, as cybercriminals use mass fear and hysteria surrounding 
the disease to take advantage of unsuspecting users. 

The method is also being used by email spammers, utilising the topical issue of Ebola as a means 
to reach online targets. This particular phenomenon is nothing new, with spammers referencing 
current affairs in the mail quite frequently. As such a general warning has also been issued by 
cyber security companies to read email subjects thoroughly before opening, as failure to do so 
can have far reaching implications.

New 2015 Google Glass will sport Intel chip
2015 will see a new pair of Google Glass headsets hit the market. 
Although the design changes remain unclear at this stage, this new pair 
will feature an Intel chip inside, set to offer better battery life than the 
current Explora Edition. Intel has not disclosed which of its chips will be 
favoured in this new Glass, but experts believe that the version found in 
Intel’s MICA wearable bracelet is the likeliest candidate. According to Intel, 
this chip change will give the new pair of Glass headsets up to two days’ 
worth of battery life, but its sizeable price tag may still keep some would-
be users a little shy.

TSB

according to a Sony representative.

Microsoft has just acquired email startup company Acompli, which specialises 

amount for the relatively young 18 month-old startup company. This acquisition 

has made the development of apps for both iOS and Android mobile platforms 

aforementioned platforms also serving as evidence of the company’s change. 
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Gauteng Broadband 
project gets cash 
injection
Running six months ahead of 
schedule according to Provincial 
MEC Barbara Creecy, Gauteng’s 
Broadband Network project 

has just received a grant for an 
additional R333 million as part of a 

restructured budget plan. The initial 
Broadband Network deal itself, which is 

estimated at a total of R1.2 billion, was awarded 
to IT specialists Altron earlier in the year. Altron is a subsidiary of 
Altech TMT, who will also operate the network once it is expected to 
finish in five years’ time. 

The network is said to incorporate 1600 km of high-speed fibre 
optics, with eight key locations dispersed throughout the province. 
Its design ensures that no more than 80 km will exist between each 
key location. As such it will allow all government buildings and 
satellite offices to be better connected, with the new network said to 
save the province R150 million per year by cutting down on current 
telecoms costs.

African cellphone access topping
basic services
The new Afrobarometer survey entitled Developing Africa’s 
Infrastructure: the Rough Road to Better Services, revealed that more 
people across Africa have access to cellphone networks than they 
do to clean drinking water, electricity and clinics. The survey, which 
sampled more than 30 African countries with an average of 1800 
respondents in each, came up with some interesting findings. 

TELECOMS

NEWS
sponsored by

Cellphone coverage is far ranging, with 93% of respondents 
detailing that they had easy access mobile network penetration. 
In contrast, 27% of people have access to a post office, while 
sewerage systems are equally rare at 28%, according to the survey. 
Among its other key findings, less than two-thirds of surveyed 
countries, 64% to be more precise, have access to a stable 
electricity grid, with access to health clinics and piped 
water registering at 62% and 59% respectively.

Telkom’s mobile contracts 
ranked top in SA
In a new report conducted by 
Tarifica, a telecoms industry 
analyst, South African mobile 
service providers have been 
ranked in terms of the value 
for money of their contracts. The 
report, which was conducted from 
July to October of this year, has Telkom 
ranking number one. In order to calculate 
rankings in an objective manner, Tarifica has 
developed its own algorithm that factors in specific 
elements of each service provider’s contract, such as 
their bundled data packages, how many free minutes are 
offered, as well as network coverage and data speed. As fas as other 
service providers go, Cell C placed second overall, being let down 
by slow download speeds. Vodacom was praised for its data speed, 
ranking first in the category, and MTN was cited for having higher than 
average prices, earning only one ‘Top Value Plan’.

WhatsApp gets encryption 
update for Android users
The popular messaging application, 
WhatsApp integrated a new security 
update that should benefit Android 
users. Utilising the open-source 
encryption services of mobile security 
specialists Open Whisper Systems, 
all Android WhatsApp users will have 
secure encryption throughout the message 
transmission process. According to Open 
Whisper Systems’ Moxie Marlinspike, this new 
feature is not commonly found among many commercial 
messaging apps, therefore its arrival marks a significant step 
forward for the industry.

Israel’s StoreDot develops 30 second 
phone charger
Getting the most out of one’s smartphone battery remains 
a key concern for any user, so much so that manufacturers 
have begun introducing their own fast charging features. 
But StoreDot, a tech specialist out of Israel has them all 
beat, developing its own fast charging unit that only takes 30 
seconds to power up a device for a full day’s use. Incorporating 

←
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nanotechnology, StoreDot’s revolutionary battery essentially acts 
like a sponge, capable of absorbing and storing dense amounts 
of power. Still in the prototype phase, StoreDot have been 
able to raise $48 million in funding as it seeks to develop more 
charging units in the coming years.

Twitter can now scan 
users’ other apps
Twitter has debuted a new initiative 
named app graph, with which the social 
media application is capable of scanning 
users’ other smartphone or tablet apps 
in order to create more unique content 
within Twitter itself. As a result, some security 
concerns have been raised, with users worrying 
about what kind of information this scanning process can yield. 
Twitter notes that the scanning process only scans what kinds 
of apps users have installed, and not the information contained 
within. Twitter has also published a step by step guide in which 
users can switch off this new feature in the settings menu of iOS 
or Android devices.

No change for women in telecoms 
workplace
Statistics SA has revealed that the amount of women 
employment in the telecommunications industry has seen no 
significant change in the last three years. In 2010, 9 927 female 
workers were identified in a total workforce of 25 986, which 
translates to 38.2%. In 2013, Statistics SA found that 15 417 
of the total 49 486 workers were female, making up 38.08%. 
Although the lack of change may signal concern, the telecoms 
industry still represents one of the largest areas where women 
are employed, according to Statistics SA. 

IS-owned AlwaysOn drops Wi-Fi pricing
In a new promotion set to run up until the end of January 2015, 
Internet Solutions-owned Wi-Fi service provider AlwaysOn has 
dropped pricing on its 10 GB data offering to R29/month. Sign-
up for the promotion itself lasts up until 31 January, but the offer 
and monthly subscription fee will last for the entire year. The 
10GB per month offering is split evenly in half, with 5 GB going 
towards local access, and the other 5 GB is assigned to access 
outside the country. TSB
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users’ other smartphone or tablet apps 
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After selling its mobile 
division to Microsoft a 
few months back, the 
future of Nokia from 
a device perspective 
remained unsure 
to say the least. As 
Microsoft chose to 
rebrand all Lumia 
devices moving forward, 
consequently Nokia has 
decided to build new Android 
sporting devices in a rather bold move, opting to focus on 
its manufacturing roots. This new Android-powered tablet is 
named the N1, and from a style point of view, draws some 
inspiration from the Apple iPad. 

The N1 features an aluminium body, which encases a 7.9” 
(1536x2048) display. Added to this is a strong array of 
specs, such as a quad-core Intel Atom processor clocked 
at 2.3 GHz and 2 GB of RAM. Furthermore, users will have 
Android’s new Lollipop (5.0) OS at hand. The most interesting 
aspect however is price, listed at an estimated $250, for its 
commercial debut early next year.

Fujitsu has introduced a new 10.1” tablet, the Fujitsu Tablet Stylistic 
Q555, which is aimed at being used in mobile environments by 
enterprises or governments. The Windows 8.1 device boasts a 
ten hour battery life and 
toughened screen that 
is scratch resistant, while 
also accommodating an 
attachable keyboard. 

It is powered by an Intel 
Atom Z3795 quad-core 
processor and offers 
128 GB eMMC storage, 
while a dual digitizer 
supporting pen means that 
it can collect audit proof 
signatures. As befitting its 
target market, the tablet 
boasts enterprise grade security including a SmartCard reader, 
plus an optional fingerprint reader and encrypted SSDs. The 
Fujitsu Tablet Stylistic Q555 will be available on a project basis from 
December 2014 and prices will vary by configuration.
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Microsoft powered Nextbook tablets land at Makro

Purpose built for high powered computing (HPC) demands, according to Dell, its new PowerEdge C4130 server is designed 
to support up to four GPU accelerators. It is one of the only Intel Xeon E5-2600v3 1U servers to do so, making it capable of 
handling the most taxing of workloads. 

To put that into better perspective, Dell believes the PowerEdge 
C4130 has up to 33% greater GPU/accelerator density than its 
closest competitor. This will allow customers to further optimise 
application performance and productivity while removing the 
constraints of traditional data centre space and energy use. For HPC users looking to make the switch to GPU dense 
configurations, the C4130 is available as of 2 December.

NEW SOLUTIONS

Dell unveils high-end PowerEdge C4130

Nokia unveils new Android-
powered N1 tablet 

Fujitsu 
launches 
business friendly tablet

NEW
SOLUTIONS

As Microsoft continues its push for delivering Windows devices at lower price points, the company has 
partnered with Makro in order to bring two value for money tablets into the local market. The newly 
debuted Nextbook tablets are designed to provide a solid Windows 8.1 experience, with a one year free 
subscription to Microsoft’s Office 365 and 1TB OneDrive storage for 12 months thrown into the mix. 

One of the first reference design (Windows-specific) devices to come into the country, the Nextbook 
range consists of an 8” tablet and larger 10.1” tablet-hybrid competitively priced at R1 500 and R3 000 
respectively. It is however important to note that neither Nextbook tablet features 3G compatibility, with 
the company stating that users’ tendency to favour Wi-Fi connectivity and smartphone-enabled 
3G hotspots, negate this issue. 

Microsoft powered Nextbook tablets land at MakroMicrosoft powered Nextbook tablets land at Makro

launches launches 

As Microsoft continues its push for delivering Windows devices at lower price points, the company has 
partnered with Makro in order to bring two value for money tablets into the local market. The newly 
debuted Nextbook tablets are designed to provide a solid Windows 8.1 experience, with a one year free 
subscription to Microsoft’s Office 365 and 1TB OneDrive storage for 12 months thrown into the mix. 

One of the first reference design (Windows-specific) devices to come into the country, the Nextbook 
range consists of an 8” tablet and larger 10.1” tablet-hybrid competitively priced at R1 500 and R3 000 
respectively. It is however important to note that neither Nextbook tablet features 3G compatibility, with 
the company stating that users’ tendency to favour Wi-Fi connectivity and smartphone-enabled 

enterprises or governments. The Windows 8.1 device boasts a 
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Axis Communications has announced the local availability of mobile surveillance apps for its Axis 
Camera Companion and hosted video solutions. The apps enable users to switch from live view 
to recorded videos from any location within their surveillance system. The integrated timeline 
notifies about triggered events and allows the user to take immediate action. Single images and 
videos of interest can easily be stored to a mobile device and shared when needed.

The apps are available for download free of charge and are compatible with iOS and Android 
devices. They can be downloaded from bit.ly/camsecapp. TSB

Samsung introduces new
850 Pro SSD
Samsung has announced the local availability of its new 850 Pro SSD lineup, each 
featuring the South Korean manufacturer’s vertical NAND flash memory technology. 
Offering twice the speed of a traditional 2D planar NAND flash, Samsung says its 
read performance can hit up to 550 MB/s. Furthermore, the 850 Pro has twice the 
endurance of a NAND flash, capable of handling up to 40 GB worth of workloads per 
day. This unit serves as the company’s new top of the range model, surpassing the 840 
which debuted earlier in the year. Available in four different models, with the smallest 
capacity listed at 128 GB and topping out at 1 TB. Pricing for the 850 Pro SSDs are 
suggested to retail from R1 700 to R5 500 depending on model.

IBM has announced its forthcoming free enterprise email tool, Verse, which 
integrates the multitude of ways employees connect each day – via email, 
meetings, calendars, file sharing, instant messaging, social updates, video 
chats and more – into what the company is calling a single collaboration 
environment. The messaging system boasts ‘faceted search’ which enables 
users to pinpoint and retrieve specific information they’re seeking across all 
the various types of content within their email.  

Verse will also use built-in analytics to provide an ‘at-a-glance’ view that IBM explained will intelligently reveal an 
individual’s most critical actions for the day.  The company continued that by learning unique employee preferences 
and priorities over time, it will provide instant context about a given project as well as the people and teams 
collaborating on it. The freemium version will be available in the first quarter of 2015 from bit.ly/ibmmails.

IBM announces Verse,
aims to reinvent enterprise email

MTN launches low cost Steppa tablet

Mobile surveillance apps for small 
systems now available

MTN is throwing its hat into the low-cost tablet ring by debuting the 7” Steppa tablet. This 
R1 000 tablet runs off a quad core Qualcomm Snapdragon 200 processor and Android 
4.4 (KitKat), along with 1 GB of memory. It further sports a 1024x600 pixel screen, a large 3 
500 mAh battery and accommodates a microSD card for storage.
 
Along with being bundled with 200 MB data for 12 months, the Steppa also comes with a 
range of built-in apps, which enable users to keep up with news, entertainment and sport, 
maintain social profiles on Facebook and Twitter, stay in touch with contacts via popular 
messaging services like WhatsApp, and navigate with Google Maps. 

Samsung introduces newSamsung introduces new
850 Pro SSD850 Pro SSD
Samsung has announced the local availability of its new 850 Pro SSD lineup, each 
featuring the South Korean manufacturer’s vertical NAND flash memory technology. 
Offering twice the speed of a traditional 2D planar NAND flash, Samsung says its 
read performance can hit up to 550 MB/s. Furthermore, the 850 Pro has twice the 
endurance of a NAND flash, capable of handling up to 40 GB worth of workloads per 
day. This unit serves as the company’s new top of the range model, surpassing the 840 
which debuted earlier in the year. Available in four different models, with the smallest 
capacity listed at 128 GB and topping out at 1 TB. Pricing for the 850 Pro SSDs are 
suggested to retail from R1 700 to R5 500 depending on model.

Axis Communications has announced the local availability of mobile surveillance apps for its Axis 
Camera Companion and hosted video solutions. The apps enable users to switch from live view 

notifies about triggered events and allows the user to take immediate action. Single images and 



used to unlock the device from powered off in a second, secure 
individual files and folders and trigger the 13 megapixel camera.

As far as connectivity is concerned, the Mate 7 is no stranger to speed, 
offering support for Long Term Evolution (LTE) networks and Cat6, which 
boasts download speeds of up to 300 Mbit/s, and upload speeds up to 
50 Mbit/s. 

From the source

Yudi Rambaran, the director of product marketing for Huawei Consumer 
Business Unit - South Africa, explained that an increasing number of 
people are requesting a bigger device so that they have one device 
for everything. “They want to consume their multimedia, but in the 
work environment it makes a lot more sense to carry that as opposed 
to a 7” tablet.” Additionally, Rambaran noted that he believes 6” is the 
threshold size wise. That being said, he believes that a phablet’s screen 
size is not its determining factor. Rather, the design is paramount, 
influencing how usable it is, and whether users can comfortably hold it 
in the palm of their hand. 

“Although the screen is bigger 
than the competition, we 
have narrowed the bezel so 
that it is mostly screen and 
easy to hold,” he explained. 
Furthermore, the company 
has also implemented an 
optional one handed user 
interface, which makes the 
on screen keypad the size of 
normal phone keypad and 
easier to use with one hand. 
The G7 is slated for local 
availability from early next 
year for between R7 000 and 
R9 000. [RN]
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uawei’s latest smartphones, its 6” phablet, the 
Ascend Mate 7 and a more trendy offering, the 
Ascend G7, launched at AfricaCom in Cape Town, 

serving as clear evidence that the company is becoming 
a force to be reckoned with. The star of the show was the 
former, marking Huawei’s salvo against the likes of Apple 
and Samsung’s latest phablets, which similarly caters to 
upper end mobile and businesses users alike.

Ascend Mate 7 unwrapped

The Mate 7 6” phablet is no slouch on either the 
specifications or features fronts. Powering the phablet is 
Huawei’s own Kirin 925 CPU, consisting of four A15 1.8 
GHz quad-core and four A7 1.3 GHz chipsets. Depending 
on whether you opt for the standard black or silver 
versions, or the premium gold version, you either get 2 
GB or memory, 16 GB of storage (expandable via microSD 
card) or 3 GB of memory, 32 GB of storage and a dual SIM 
capability respectively.

Class is king

Either way, the phablet certainly exudes class; and is 
encased in a gently curved aluminium 7.9 mm thin body 
that feels very comfortable in the hand. Powering the sharp 
1920x1080 resolution screen is a large 4100 mAH battery, 
which the company asserted will deliver more than two days 
uninterrupted life. As on other high end devices, the phablet 
similarly boasts its own fingerprint sensor, which can be 

It’s been no secret that the likes of Samsung are watching rising Chinese companies carefully, 
and well they should be, as Huawei for one isn’t pulling punches.

Huawei
launches new phones, 
unveils strategy.

 The star of the show was the Ascend 
 Mate 7, marking Huawei’s salvo 
 against the likes of Apple and
 Samsung’s latest phablets.

6” 367  ppi

Kirin 925 CPU,
4x A15 1.8 GHz 
and 4x A7 1.3 GHz  

Storage
32GB

2GB/3GB
Memory

Processor

Screen

H
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Being able to travel across the seas can 
be one of the best parts of any job, even 
more so if you can take a couple of days 
afterwards to see the sights. One thing 
that can create some headaches however 
is the language barrier, but a nifty little 
tool for those racking up the frequent flyer 

miles is Word Lens.

This app makes use of your smartphone or tablet camera to 
provide real-time translations for any printed words or phrases 
in another language - without making use of data. The app 
itself is free, but for a nominal fee, one can purchase packages 
designed for specific languages. With six languages in its 

database at this 
stage, and more 
to follow soon, it’s 
a simple point and 
shoot augmented 
reality app that’s 
certainly easier 
to use than any 
dictionary.
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At TechSmart Business, we love any 
application that allows for quick skills 
acquisition. Code School does exactly 
that, serving as an online learning portal 
for users to supercharge their coding 
abilities. With access to view Code School’s 

easy-to-follow videos, this iOS only app is a great aid for 
those looking to increase their HTML, CSS and Javascript 
abilities. There is also a nifty download feature, allowing for 
offline video viewing and learning during one’s free time. 

Designed for entry-level coders specifically, those wanting a 
bit more will have to head to the Code School’s site. This free 
app version however should prove sufficient, with more than 
40 courses in total to access.

In the current digital age, the conventional business card 
is starting to lose a bit of its luster. Intro is a new app aiming 
to change that, utilising a user’s about.me page as a digital 
business card. What makes this app richer than its paper-
based alternative, is the added benefit of keeping track of all 
the contacts you share your Intro digital business card with. 
Furthermore all shared contacts are saved in-app, allowing 
users to interact with one another from the app itself. 

It is unfortunately limited to iOS users at this stage, but 
developers Pumpkinhead Inc. are said to be designing an 
Android version. Free to download though, Intro could be a 
handy new app to use while doing some networking in 2015

Word Lens (iOS, Android)Intro (iOS only)

Vaultize (iOS, Android)
Security and privacy still remain major 
concerns for smartphone users in the work 
environment, especially when busy with 
business-sensitive documents. As such, a 
safe and secure app could prove a great 
tool for business-focused users who need 

a bit more peace of mind. Hoping to be that trusted app is 
the newly unveiled Vaultize, which as the name indicates, 
provides secure access to one’s documents across a 
number of devices. 

Vaultize makes use of VPN-free protocols when accessing 
info, with added built-in encryption software robust enough 
to protect against malware attacks, according to the 
eponymously named developers Vaultize Technologies. 
Added to this, is the ability to edit all MS Office docs, as well 
as PDFs. Vaultize is free for both iOS and Android users.

New BUSINESS APPS
With the end of 2014 almost in sight, the following business apps will 
serve you well in the final stretch.

Code School (iOS only)

APPS

Vaultize (iOS, Android)

easy-to-follow videos, this iOS only app is a great aid for 
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TSB: How often do you go on business trips, and 
where do you travel to most often?
 
BM: Up to two times a quarter, generally to Dubai or 
Europe.
 
TSB:  Any packing tips?  
 
BM: Unpack your key items like adapters yourself when 
returning from abroad. Then pack them yourself when 
going on a trip. That way you cannot blame anyone 
when you are missing something and you also know 
where you put those key items.
 
TSB: According to you, which airline is tops and why?
 
BM: Emirates. The service is good, they are always on 
time and their planes typically are newer.
 
TSB: Where’s the best airport lounge?
 
BM: Heathrow - Virgin Upper Class.
 
TSB: Passport and airplane tickets excluded, what are 
the items that you do not travel without?
 
My trusty Dell notebook. It becomes the hub for all 
communication when I connect to Wi-Fi at the hotel. 
Sadly it will most likely be replaced with a tablet one of 
these days.
 
TSB: Do you have any survival tips for those long-haul 
� ights overseas?
 
BM: Check in early and ensure you get an aisle seat. 
If you’re not flying business class pay the extra for 
premium economy.
 
TSB: Are there any special hotels you can 
recommend?
 
BM: I’m typically very happy with the Hilton chain 
of hotels.

TSB: Do you have a travel horror story you don’t mind 
sharing?
 
BM: Luckily not. I have never been stranded anywhere 
and the worst I have had is to lose one suitcase in 20 
years of travelling.
 
TSB: Is there an interesting place/shop/museum/
restaurant that you’ve found that you just have to 
visit on your travels?
 
BM: I just absolutely love St Paul’s Cathedral for its 
sense of beauty and peace.

Taking charge of your own key travelling accessories, opting for premium economy and finding 
beauty and peace - we talk travel with Brendan Mc Aravey, country manager of Citrix South Africa.

TSB

IN FLIGHT WITH: 
Brendan Mc Aravey, Country Manager, Citrix South Africa

Brendan Mc Aravey,
Country Manager,
Citrix South Africa

TRAVEL
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Longmeadow
www.longmeadowvenue.co.za

Montecasino may draw the most attention in the Fourways area, but nestled away 
neatly behind it is a little gem of a venue known as Longmeadow. Providing a 
fantastic country-style contrast to the urban sprawl of Johannesburg, Longmeadow 
is the perfect setting to take advantage of the beautiful December summer weather. 
With a combination of open air and undercover seating, it serves as a great venue for 
smaller intimate year-end get-togethers or larger corporate affairs. 

Not just a great setting, Longmeadow has an equally appealing menu, with an á la 
carte or uniquely catered option to meet your event’s needs. A great locale for cock-
tail parties, weddings and birthdays, Longmeadow will undoubtedly prove a great 
choice for your company’s year-end bash.

Harbour House
www.harbourhouse.co.za

There a number of great restaurants and venues littered throughout Cape Town’s 
iconic V&A Waterfront, but one of the real standouts is the Harbour House located 
right on Quay Four. If great seafood fare is what you’re hankering for, the Harbour 
House is well worth considering. With a spacious dining area on the bottom floor 
and smaller roofed one up top, the Harbour House can cater to whatever sized party 
you may choose to have. 

Having received plenty of well won recommendations and favourable reviews since 
opening its doors only a few years ago, the Harbour House has proved extremely 
popular with both foreign tourists and savvy locals alike. As such, we’d advise making 
a reservation well in advance, lest you be staring into the Harbour House instead of 
sitting inside.

Moyo 
www.moyo.co.za

Should something with a bit more African flare be in order, then the Moyo restaurant 
in Zoo Lake offers a great mix of sumptuous food, a captivating setting and great in-
house entertainment. There are also Moyo restaurants throughout the country, with two 
in Gauteng, Kwazulu-Natal and the Western Cape to visit, with Zoo Lake being one of 
the biggest. 

For a better idea of its size, the Moyo restaurant can handle up to 700 guests on any 
given day, and as such should prove well suited to coping with your year-end function 
as well. With two specialised rooms capable of housing between 80 to 250 guests 
each, as well as a large deck and garden, Moyo seems a logical choice for celebrating 
your company’s year. Plus, it offers a great menu to boot.

River Place Country Estate
www.riverplace.co.za

If you reside within the Pretoria area, travelling to Johannesburg is not the only option 
when it comes to looking for a year-end venue. There are plenty of great places capa-
ble of hosting you and your colleagues, one of better ones is the River Place Country 
Estate. Located in the Hennops River Valley a short drive from Centurion, River Place 
provides a nice change of pace with a rustic setting for visitors to enjoy.

Providing a number of different dining options in the form of three separate restau-
rants, there will always be something on the menu to suit one’s tastes. Added to this 
are 16 deluxe suites for visitors to frequent should they prefer not to drive back, as 
well as a spa to rejuvenate before heading back to the office. 

Outside the Boardroom 
Best End of Year Venues
With 2014 drawing to a close, a year-end function is usually necessary to celebrate hard graft put in over the 
past twelve months. Here are four venues to consider for your own shindig.  

Longmeadow
Fourways, Johannesburg

 River Place Country Estate
Hennops River Valley, PretoriaTSB

Harbour House
V&A Waterfront, Cape Town

Moyo
Zoo Lake, Johannesburg
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Trail ready

With three different models available, the Trailhawk option is 
the clear standout and sits atop the Cherokee range. Those 
opting for the Trailhawk will receive Jeep-designed skid plates, 
a one-inch suspension lift, all-season tyres and aluminium 
wheels. Added to this is a Trailhawk specific 4WD system 
in-cabin, allowing drivers to select increased traction controls, 
as well as Selec Speed to assist while negotiating steep hills. 
Moving to power, under the hood the Cherokee comes in two 
engine options. The larger is a 3.2 litre Penastar V6 engine 
derived from the now outgoing 3.6 litre version, this one 
produces a solid 200 kW. Its major selling point however is a 
30% increase in fuel efficiency over the 3.6 litre edition.    

Bang for buck

For those tempted by the allure of the Trailhawk Cherokee, 
pricing is estimated to start at the R780 000 mark. While not 
the cheapest model around, it’s still very well priced for a new 
2014-edition SUV, with its combination of solid build quality, 
off-road pedigree and fuel efficiency proving real selling 
points. If an all-American SUV is what you’re after, the 2014 
Jeep Cherokee is well worth a test drive.   

R780 000 

3.2 Litre 

Penastar V6

Quick specs Jeep Cherokee 2014

9 sec

270

CARS

2014 Jeep Cherokee

It may not be as large as its Grand brethren, but the Jeep 
Cherokee more than holds its own in the SUV stakes. The 2014 
iteration of this model has undergone a bit of a facelift, with the 
American manufacturer opting to update its look in order to 
keep pace with the number of other models hitting the market 
of late. 

Refreshed exterior

The most distinctive change is upfront, with the wide-eyed 
headlight cluster of previous models being replaced by ones 
that almost squint, looking reminiscent of a serpent. The 
grille too has been restyled, not as large as before, but still 
prominent thanks to a chrome border encasing each grille 
opening. On the rear however, Jeep has opted for a different 
tact by increasing the size of the Cherokee’s LED tail lights over 
the size of its predecessors.

With the festive season just around the corner, 
an all-purpose SUV is the go-to choice. Two 
smaller SUVs vying for your attention are the 
2014 Jeep Cherokee and Porsche Macan.
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R1.2 million 
(Macan Turbo) 

Direct Injection
3.6 Litre 

4.8 

266V6

Porsche Macan 

Famed for their sports cars, Stuttgart-based 
manufacturer Porsche has slowly been crafting a 
name for itself in creating immensely powerful and 
decadently luxurious SUVs. Now added to the list 
is the Porsche Macan, a smaller incarnation of the 
Cayenne but no less deserving of one’s attention. 

Best of both

Although there is little to distinguish the Macan and 
Cayenne models in terms of looks and design, do 

not be fooled into thinking that the former is simply 
a scaled down version of Porsche’s high-end SUV. 
A real standout in the compact SUV market, the 
Macan marries the raw grunt and power of Porsche’s 
engines, with the high riding position that SUVs afford. 
As a result, the Macan is equally adept at zipping 
through urban spaces as it is for a quick romp in the 
countryside. 

With three different models found in the local Macan 
range, one’s choice may be heavily dictated by the 
size of one’s wallet. The entry level Macan S will cost 
upwards of R870 000 to drive it off the showroom 
floor. If you do however have a couple shekels to 
spare, we’d advocate going for the top of the range 
Macan Turbo, currently commanding a R1.2 million 
asking price. If uncompromised power and luxury 
be the order of the day, there are really very few 
alternatives. Its 6-cylinder engine generates 294 kW, 
perfect for a quick trip to the coast, while it also has 
550 Nm of torque to call on, should you wish to hitch 
the jet skis and head to Hartbeespoort Dam.

Uncompromising

Perhaps a little less environmentally conscience than 
the Jeep Cherokee, the Porsche Macan Turbo makes 
no qualms about the fact that it’s a big car built for 
speed. This is evidenced by its 266 km/h top speed 
and 0-100 k/h time of only 4.8 seconds, sure to put 
most saloons to shame. If power’s your key concern, 
look no further than the Porsche Macan Turbo; just be 
prepared to shell out some extra funds each month for 
that massive petrol bill. [RLC] TSB

Quick specs (Porsche Macan )



the ocean and surf, or master the elements in your own luxury 
power boat, our natural surrounds are some of the best in the 
world. Get out there and experience it. [RLC]

The Business Guide To:
WATERSPORT
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Whether paddling out to sea to catch the perfect wave or 
mounting a jet ski to create some waves of your own, there are 
plenty of ways to enjoy South Africa’s summer months. We run 
down some of the essentials you’ll be needing in the summer 
months ahead.

or some surfing is an almost spiritual experience. While 
Vaalies like us can’t necessarily vouch for that, catching 
the perfect wave can certainly help the stress of work 

life wash away. Getting up at the crack of dawn to paddle out 
and enjoy the ocean is a far sight better than dealing with early 
morning commuters on the road. Unfortunately modern day 
surfboards can set you back upwards of R3 000, it is a worthwhile 
investment if you’re disciplined enough to go out and surf 
regularly. 

For those whose balance still needs a little work, paddleboarding 
might be a little safer, not to mention that it’s as good a workout 
as its non-paddle alternative. Commanding a price tag in the R2 
000 region (including paddle), a paddleboard is also great for 
exploring lakes and dams when ocean swells are in short supply.

Powering through

For something a little more high octane, a jet ski or powerboat 
is the only way to go - if you have the funds. These are also the 
perfect complement to those with some Dam-side real estate, with 
Hartbeespoort and the Vaal getting more than their fair share of 
visitors. Not for the faint of heart, jet skis are designed for those 
who need a bit more of an adrenaline boost than hectic work 
deadlines can deliver. They are quite pricey, with a good jet ski 
costing an estimated R110 000. That might seem like a pretty 
penny, but the exhilarating experience of riding one is hard to 
match. 

Want a real adrenaline rush? Power boats are the way to go, 
although we hope you know your way around the water before 
trying to fire one up. You also need a good relationship with your 
bank manager, since there is no getting around the fact that they 
are expensive, with a mid-range cabin boat priced in the R4 million 
range.
    
When it comes to enjoying the water, there are a number of 
options available in South Africa. Whether you want to be one with 

Sea Ray 410 Sundancer,
Price on enquiry,

www.boatingworld.co.za

TSB

BUSINESS GUIDE TO
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Rip Curl Surfboard,
R3 500,

www.ripcurl.com 

Billabong Wetsuit,
R1 500,
Billabong South Africa

Corran Stand Up Paddle,
R1 200,
www.thepaddlingshop.co.za 

El Nino Paddle Board,
R2 500,

www.bodyboardking.com  

Roxy Surfboard,
R3 500,

Boardriders

Kawasaki Ultra LX,
R150 000,
www.kawasaki.co.za

Yamaha VXR Waverunner,
R140 000,
www.yamaha.co.za

Rip Curl Surfboard,
R3 500,

www.ripcurl.com

El Nino Paddle Board,
R2 500,

www.bodyboardking.com

Billabong Wetsuit,
R1 500,
Billabong South Africa
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Certainly one of the biggest IT challenges during 2014 were data 
breaches. Unfortunately, the relentless pace of data breaches in 2014 
will continue in 2015. Traditional security tactics, such as relying on 
‘hardened’ perimeters and rigid mobile device management will have 
little effect at slowing down the bad guys. Enterprises should shift 
investments and spend more on detection and response. Visibility 
across all applications, networks and devices, is the first critical step 
toward improving overall security posture.

Brent Lees,
Senior Product 
Marketing Manager,
Riverbed Technology

The Q+A Sessions We asked, they answered. What was the 
biggest IT challenge of the past year?

With hardware becoming a commodity, one of the greatest challenges 
of the industry is to adapt in providing value-add to the beleaguered 
CIO’s. With maturing technologies in cloud, BYOD and the Internet of 
Things (IoT), vendors as well as distributors and resellers must now 
position themselves to provide relevant and cost effective solutions to 
our end users.

John Whiting,
Channel Director for 
Huawei Enterprise 
Business Group, 
Eastern and Southern 
Africa Region

For us in South Africa our biggest challenge has been finding the 
right skills to support multiple mobile platforms. The continued growth 
of the Bring Your Own Device phenomenon has also put a strain 
on enterprises, where IT managers have had to support a range of 
platforms making it harder to secure them or create applications etc. In 
an age where mobile devices are rapidly surpassing notebook usage, 
the challenge is going to worsen as more enterprise functions move into 
the app world.

Grant Theis, 
Co-founder of 
Ttrumpet

The biggest challenge that IT is facing is developing solutions that are 
truly user centric, that challenge the norm, break the status quo, making 
end users’ lives more efficient and rewarding. To do this IT and business 
need to let the customer in and consider the “Maker movement” and 
how it can be applied to business 4.0.

Andre Hugo
Chief Jammer 
and Co-Founder, 
M4JAM
(Money for Jam)

Businesses can look at IT challenges from two perspectives: that of the CIO 
and that of the enterprise/business. From a CIO’s standpoint the challenge 
is how to transition, career-wise, from a focus on aspects such as IT 
infrastructure, server uptimes, SLAs and security, towards leading the digital 
transformation of the organisation and in particular the ability to innovate 
new forms of value by exploiting information and the convergence of Cloud, 
Big Data and Mobility.

From the perspective of the enterprise, the key issue is how to open 
the boundaries of the organisation to the value network so as to disrupt 
the market, and how simplify the consumption of IT-enabled business 
capabilities whilst viewing the emerging digital platform as a profit centre.

Simon Carpenter, 
Chief Customer 
Of� cer,
SAP Africa

TSB
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SAY WHAT?

Hacked by #GOP.

“How do you 
enjoy coffee?”

TOP SMARTPHONE: HTC One (M8)

TOP PHABLET: Samsung Galaxy Note 4

TOP TABLET: Apple iPad Air 2

Sony Pictures Entertainment suffered a major breach in their internal computer 
systems by a group calling themselves Guardians of Peace. This might be linked to 
five movies showing up on torrent sites, including the remake of Annie, which has not 
been released yet. Strangely, North Korea is considered a suspect.

Pepper the robot is 
set to start selling 
Nescafe coffee in 
certain department 
stores in Japan. 
The robot’s maker, 
SoftBank, claims 
it can understand 
80% of all 
conversations. 

TECHSMART’S
TOP PICKS OF
2014

$465 BILLION  
China’s expected ICT spend in 
2015 according to IDC, a growth 
rate of 11%. This accounts for 
43% of all industry growth 
worldwide. 

HAPPY 
BIRTHDAY!  
20 years!

The original Sony PlayStation celebrates 
its 20th birthday in December. It is the 
first console to have sold more than 100 
million units.
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Do business. Wherever 
you need to do business.
Whether it’s down the road, the other side of town or across 
the wildest plains of the African continent, Broadsat from Broadlink 
will take your business connectivity to wherever you need to do 
business. Even in areas where no other services exist. 

Choose Broadsat and take your business connectivity to 
wherever it needs to be. To �nd out how, call 087 727 0000 
or mail broadsat@broadlink.co.za now.

www.broadlink.co.za

C

M

Y

CM

MY

CY

CMY

K

DJ10437 BroadLink Ads Wherever.pdf   1   2014/10/24   3:05 PM


